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We’re Not  
Done Yet

God Is in Control 
By Jeffrey C. King

Welcome 2022. We’re not 
done yet. There is an even 
greater calling for healing in 

our community than ever before. The 
issues that impact Black and Black 
LGBTQ+ people are compounded by 
a failing public health care system that 
is overrun by racist narcissists who 
insist on controlling our narrative as 
Black and Black LGBTQ+ people. One 
of the most profound realizations is 
that quite often these obstructionists 
are Black people who lack true Black 
consciousness and operate from a 
space of fear of losing control. 

The issues of homophobia, 
homicide, homelessness, addiction, 
and mental illness are exacerbated by 
persistent intervening of bleeding lib-
erals, narcissistic politicians, and the 
exclusion of Black people who really 
love other Black people from the plan-
ning rooms and the funding tables. 

As we enter into yet another 
blessed year on this planet, I implore 
you to take better care of your mental, 
physical, and spiritual well-being. 
We know even more intimately how 
precious this thing called life really is. 
Although I believe that we are more 
than mere “dust in the wind,” we in 
and of ourselves are mere mortals 
that embody spirit. Our only chance of 
a better world exists within each and 
every one of us. We are being called 
to love more, give more, listen more, 
and to show up as our highest selves 
as often as we can. 

Get involved in your local com-
munity service organizations, block 
clubs, spiritual centers, schools; vol-
unteer with our local elected officials, 
commissions, and planning bodies. 
We must be 
vigilant in cast-
ing our ballots in 
every election. 

We must 
become astute 
relative to the 
issues on the 
table. Our lives 
and people 
continue to be 
attacked by sick 
and angry indi-
viduals who are 
empty and full 
of venom. We 
are being called 
to pray for them 
and turn them 
over daily to a 
power greater 
than ourselves. 
This not only 
allows us to heal 
and cleanse 
ourselves, but 
also unleashes 
and activates 
the source that 
controls the uni-
verse. That one 
is God, may we 
find him now. 

I am writing this rant one month prior 
to In The Meantime’s annual Umoja 
(Unity) Retreat. This year’s theme 

is “Order My Steps.” It will focus on 
the importance of developing our 
holistic mind, body, and spirit through 
vulnerability and intimacy. Our goals 
are: 

1 Getting to know ourselves 
and the communities we live and love 
in, answering the question, “Who am I 
and why am I here?” 

2 Developing a deeper relation-
ship with the divine and calling for 
divine right action in every area of our 
daily affairs. 

3 Cleaning house and making 
room for more. 

4 Giving from the overflow and 
saving enough for ourselves. 

5 Dedicating time and attention 
to our passions while learning to 
sustain our lifestyles that make us 
happy. There is so much more life to 
be lived, so much constructive work 
to be done, and so much more love to 
be shared. 

In The Meantime, we are more 
than just here and we plan to be 
here for years to come. We’re not 
done yet. We pray that spirit and the 
ancestors will order our steps and 
actions. Our community still needs 
us and so we will continue as a force 
until future notice. We stand on the 
foundation that God is in control 
(period). 

 

Jeffrey C. King is Founder and Executive 
Director of In The Meantime Men’s Group.

In the Meantime staff, 
from left, Javontae Wilson, 
Greg Wilson, Mikey Fields, 
Bobby Dillard, Jeffrey C. King
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Where  
We’ve Been

And Where We’re Going
By Victor Yates

On April 19, 2021, coronavirus 
vaccination opened to individ-
uals ages 16 and up. Fifty-two-

year-old Anthony Brooks would have 
taken the vaccine, however, he died 
of COVID-19 on April 12th, two days 
after his husband. Brooks was Black, 
gay, a veteran of the Persian War, a 
city council member, and worked as a 
resource analyst at a medical center. 

Forty-five million people have 
contracted COVID-19 in the United 
States, and approximately 730,000 
people have died from it. As of 
October 6th, 56.6% of the popula-
tion has received both doses of the 
vaccine. Coronavirus vaccination 
is the greatest ethical challenge of 
our time, especially within the Black 
community. According to the CDC, 
11% of Black people have received 
at least one dose of the vaccine, and 
15% of Black people have died from 
coronavirus (October 4th). The Black 
community has a moral responsibility 
to increase vaccination rates to return 
to our own spaces—spaces free from 
stereotypes and marginalization that 
permeates other spaces we occupy 
with non-Blacks. If not, more of us like 
Anthony Brooks will die, and we might 
face another shutdown in California.

Before the pandemic, I enjoyed 
receiving regular text messages and 
phone calls from the staff at In The 
Meantime. The updates reminded me 
that people who shared my experi-
ence as a Black gay man living in 
North America were gathered in a 

space outside of a bar or nightclub 
and actively engaging in conversa-
tions related to our experience. In 
early March, my full-time place of em-
ployment furloughed me, and every 
business in my neighborhood, except 
the grocery stores and fast-food 
restaurants, shut down. Then, when 
In The Meantime canceled in-person 
meetings, that troubled me the most. 
I thought to myself, what if I never 
step foot inside the Carl Bean House 
again? Being stuck at home without 
being able to connect with other like-
minded people affected my mental 
and physical health.

“The shutdown negatively im-
pacted us all,” Jeffrey King, In The 
Meantime Executive Director, said. 
“Being able to look into people’s eyes 
and experience an 
entire person has 
always been a 
significant part 
of what we 
do. And, it has 
always been 
about people 
showing up in a 
space together. 
That is how we 
created com-
munity over the 
years.”

The digital 
hangouts on  
Tuesday 
nights 
helped 

create a sense of normalcy and con-
sistency during months of uncertainty 
and prolonged grief. One of the most 
memorable digital events was the 
23rd Annual Candlelight Ceremony. 
The staff lit white candles in the main 
meeting room and placed a three-
candlestick holder with a bold African 
mask in the center. Even though the 
attendees sat at computers in their 
respective homes, I experienced a 
feeling of togetherness and connec-
tion.

“Moving from in-person services 
to digital spaces made us realize how 
valuable real spaces are,” said King. 
“How we identify and create commu-
nity is through events and spaces. It 
gave us a glimpse into possibilities of 
how things could be moving forward.”

Those glimpses included opening 
the doors for the first in-person event 
when restrictions lifted in July, pre-
paring for Black Gay Men’s Wellness 
Month, and planning the Los Angeles 
Black AIDS Monument.

One of my proudest accom-
plishments of the year is sitting 
on the planning committee for 

the Los Angeles Black AIDS Monu-
ment. For my generation and the gen-
eration after me, we are far removed 
from the AIDS epidemic. However, 
when I first saw the bronze Sankofa 
bird and granite tekhen and reflected 
on the importance of these cultural 
objects to be placed at the Carl Bean 
House, I experienced the same 
feeling of togetherness and connec-
tion that I felt during the candlelight 
ceremony. Names came to me that 
I have read about and heard about 
from gay history passed down from 
elders. One name returned to me—
Carl Bean. Unfortunately, Archbishop 
Carl Bean died in early September. 

He transformed the land-
scape of the nonprofit 

sector locally and 
nationally through 
his advocacy, 
celebrity con-

nections in Black Hollywood, and the 
creation of the Minority AIDS Project 
(MAP) and Unity Fellowship Church. 

“Every agency that exists and is 
successful in L.A. County is because 
of Carl Bean’s advocacy. His imprint is 
all over In The Meantime. In white-led 
organizations, their programming for 
Black and brown people exists be-
cause of him. The fact that people like 
me hold spaces is a direct result of his 
bravery and audacity to proclaim all of 
who he was. And, he demanded that 
politicians help doubly marginalized 
people.”

According to the Hate Crime Sta-
tistics Report, anti-gay hate crimes 
fell slightly in 2020. I believe that 
greater visibility in the media, positive 
marketing campaigns featuring same-
sex couples, and a national dialogue 
on non-heteronormative sexual pref-
erences helped. In The Meantime’s 
All Black Lives Matter billboard on 
Crenshaw contributed to the national 
dialogue.

“The All Black Lives Matter 
campaign was intended to keep 
the momentum up surrounding the 
conversation and expand on the 
Black Lives Matter message that was 
imprinted on the consciousness of the 
community. We wanted to be specific 
and include all Black people and ori-
entations. Thousands of Black people 
have seen that billboard.”

Due to the increase in COVID 
variations and recent decline in vac-
cinations, a long road remains ahead 
of us before we can reach the final 
destination and feel stable. However, 
I know candles will always burn at the 
Carl Bean House to help the com-
munity come together to remember 
those who came before us, those who 
are actively working to change our 
current circumstances and educate 
future generations.

Victor Yates is a writer, editor, and writing 
workshop instructor whose debut novel, A 
Love Like Blood, was released by Hillmont 
Press. His website is victoryates.word-
press.com. Follow him @writervicyates.
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Maxine Waters Attends Monument Opening
June 27, 2021

Congresswoman Maxine Waters, fondly referred to as Auntie Maxine, graced 
the site of the Black AIDS Monument on the day of its unveiling. As she entered 
the gates of the Carl Bean House, community members rushed forward to pay 
homage to the long-time HIV/AIDS activist. As a state legislator in the 1980s, she 
introduced legislation to address the epidemic’s effect on Black communities. 
In Congress, she established the Minority AIDS Initiative which expanded 
prevention, screening and treatment among at-risk communities in order to 
reduce disparities disproportionately impacting racial and ethnic minorities.
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Grab N Go 
Every Tuesday, 2021

Food has always been a part of the In The Meantime magic sauce. For more than 
23 years and counting, ITMT has provided a hot meal every Tuesday night and 
during every group/intervention facilitated in-house. We love our community, 
thus we wanted to ramp up our efforts during this very difficult time for so many. 
Grab N Go food support took place every Tuesday from 5-7 p.m.! Members of 
community were able to pick up a hot meal, mask, gloves, hand sanitizer, and 
condoms, and talk with ITMT staff as needed. As restrictions have lifted, we still 
continue to provide Grab N Go meals as well as food onsite for those who have 
chosen to return in person. ITMT maintains safety protocols as directed by the 
CDC and the local Los Angeles Department of Public Health.

Zoom-ing 
All Year

Where there is a will, there is a way. As the COVID-19 pandemic took hold, In 
The Meantime stepped into action. We were charged with how we would move 
forward. Stopping was never an option. We sat down as a team and assessed 
our levels of comfort with coming into the office. We started by staggering our 
in-office activity by alternating days in-office and working from home. Senior 
management sat down and, with guidance from the Department of Public 
Health, developed COVID protocols for every direct service that we provide. We 
shifted our in-person groups and one-on-one sessions to a Zoom platform and 
telemedicine. We built upon our already established presence in social media 
and phone calls to stay in contact with community. We hosted both open and 
closed sessions as our team mastered the technology available at our fingertips. 
Although we are back in person, we remain forever grateful to Zoom, Facebook, 
Instagram, and EZ Texting, etc. This is what it looked like.
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Brothers Reaching Brothers 
Every Tuesday, 2021

Brothers Reaching Brothers said goodbye to Zoom on June 15, 2021! 
We continue to look back at where we have been for the past 18 months. 
What a journey to now. We are back in person and plan to move forward with 
safety at the forefront of all we do. We will continue to alternate between indoor 
and outdoor sessions as long as the weather permits. We couldn’t wait a 
moment longer to see community safely face to face. There is no substitute for 
the exchange of energy when brothers come together to safely share a meal, 
a hug, and some meaningful conversation. It’s the best.

Los Angeles Black Pride Celebration 
July 3, 2021

Black Pride 2021 looked a lot different than years before, as did everything in 
2021. One of ITMT’s signature events is our Pre-Pride Celebration. For more than 
20 years, In The Meantime has ushered in our Pride Season by bringing every 
segment of the Black LGBTQ+ community together to promote and celebrate all 
of who we are. This year ITMT chose to sponsor Brandon Anthony to host this 
annual event. Our staff decided to support Brandon Anthony as he carried the 
PRIDE for 2021. In The Meantime was proud to be honored during this PRIDE 
Season by BBE and BASH LA, Brandon Anthony. 
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Black Gay Men’s Wellness Month 
Augfust 2021

Black Gay Men’s Wellness Month, Sons of Baldwin, Literally Lit, was an extraor-
dinary exposé of Black gay authors. Community came together to grace the gar-
den greens of the Black AIDS Monument located at the Carl Bean House. This 
month-long wellness focus was intended to bring attention to the importance 
of Black gay men’s holistic health. Through the intervention of queer literature, 
men were empowered to take charge of their own well-being through sustained 
healthy lifestyle choices. A picture is worth a thousand words, or so they say. 

Literally Lit: George M. Johnson 
August 8, 2021

Literally Lit: Black Gay Men in Leadership 
August 3, 2021
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Literally Lit: The Baldwin Experience 
August 10, 2021

Literally Lit: Crystal Diaries 
August 17, 2021
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Literally Lit: Unleash the Lion 
August 22, 2021

Literally Lit: The Handbook
August 24, 2021

Fall/Winter 21 MESSAGE  1918  MESSAGE Fall/Winter 21



Literally Lit: R.E.S.P.E.C.T. My Story 
August 31, 2021

In Community: Archbishop Carl Bean
September 18, 2021

And so it was! Ashé! Hallelujah! Yes, Lord! Praise Him! Sat Nam! Shalom!  
A true Celebration of Life. The royal family and lineage of King Bean sat proudly 
in the pulpit while dignitaries, guest clergy, and followers adorned each pew. 
September 18, 2021, is now recorded in the annals of Los Angeles history 
as a profound day of high praise and celebration. The elevated vibration of a 
collective community of elders, gate keepers, and children of the late, great 
Archbishop Carl Bean mounted upon the McCarty Memorial Christian Church 
at 11 a.m. We came together to celebrate the life and legacy of one of the most 
anointed expressions of God to grace the planet. The pure essence of his spirit 
was sprinkled amongst those who spoke, sang, and those of us who listened 
and felt with our hearts. In the true fashion of Arch Bishop Carl Bean,  
we had church! It was almost as if I could hear his powerful tenor voice rising 
above the rest. I remember his big and welcoming smile; I have been hugged  
and embraced by his caring arms. I will always call your name, Archbishop  
Carl Bean. Job well done!
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In Community: Velvet Jesus Premiere
September 10, 2021

Greg Wilson, In The Meantime’s Senior Manager, was on the red carpet at the 
premiere of the new movie, Velvet Jesus, held at the California African American 
Museum. In The Meantime was proud to sponsor this brilliant film written by 
Charles McWells, starring Jenson Atwood and directed by Spencer Collins and 
Anthony Bawn.

          

P R E M I E R E

Friday, September 10, 2021
6 Red Carpet  |  7 Reception  |  8 Screening  |  10 Q&A

California African American Museum
600 State Drive, Los Angeles, California

VE LV E TV E LV E T
J E S U SJ E S U S

In Community: Connie Norman House 
September 10, 2021

In The Meantime was privileged to attend the opening of the Connie Norman 
House for Transgender Los Angelinos. The lives of our transgender family 
members matter, and AHF is once again matching their words with profound 
action. Thank you Michael Weinstein and AHF for your continued trailblazing and 
waymaking.
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In Community: Leimert Park Jazz Festival 
August 28, 2021

Greg Wilson, In The Meantime’s Senior Manager, held it down at the annual 
Leimert Park Jazz Festival @ The Baldwin Hills Plaza. In The Meantime is a vital 
part of our vibrant community. #wearehere #blackexcellence #communityservice

Throw It In The Bag
Drop-In Social Discussion Groups

LIFE
Personal and Professional Development Trainings

The Bridge
Resource Linkage and Referral Service

In The Meantime Get Tested
HIV Testing and STI Screenings/Peer Navigation

MyLife MyStyle
Health Education Empowerment Series

Quarterly Social Events

Community Outreach/Condom Distribution

BoiRevolution
LA’S HOTTEST URBAN SOCIAL CLUB 

Young Black Gay Men 18-29 Years of age 
f @BoiRevolution2017 I @inthemeantimemen

323-733-4868

Y O U  C A N  H A V E  I T  A L L

This project is supported by funds received from the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and the County of Los Angeles Department  

of Public Health, Division of HIV and STD Programs
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We Are Blessed
And We Are Grateful  

for the Journey 
By Jeffrey C. King

We close out 2021 and open 
the doors to 2022 with 
gratitude and appreciation 

to the creator and the ancestors for 
guiding us through this earthly plane. 
We give thanks to those who chose 
to contribute financially to support 
our work in general, and to those 
who chose to specifically support the 
King-Bremond Scholarship Fund. We 
are proud to annouvce that we have 
reached our goal for 2021. 

The Black AIDS Monument 
stands as a spiritual vortex for all 
who will bear witness to its physical 
beauty as well as its intrinsic healing 
properties. We are grateful for the 
dedication of the planning committee 
who gave their time, talents, and 
finances to help bring this critical 
memorial into fruition. There was a lot 
that went into erecting the monument, 
beautification of the garden, and 
development of the website, www.
BlackAIDSMonument.org. Thank 
you for your selfless dedication and 
sacrifice in making the first-ever Black 
AIDS Monument a reality. 

Non-profit organizations survive 
and thrive largely through grant 
funding. In The Meantime is not a 
“dollar-chaser,” thus we only apply 
for funding that fits our mission. We 
are grateful to the Department of 
Public Health Division of HIV/STD 
Programs and Services for more than 
20 years of program support. Our 
youth programming is largely funded 
through the Vulnerable Population 
Initiative designed for young Black 
gay, Latino gay, and transgender 
populations. Today, In The Meantime 
continues to be the leading agency 
under this initiative. We give thanks 
to the Weingart Foundation for 
their invitation to apply and their 
generous provision of core operating 
support. Activities like Grab N Go are 
supplemented through this support. 

AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
is our anchor. It is through the 
unparalleled support our Big Brother/
Big Sister partner organization that 

In The Meantime is able to provide 
programs and services that are 
greatly needed and that are not 
funded by a government grant. 
In The Meantime creates all of its 
programing and messaging. We have 
been supported by this powerhouse 
initiative for more than 10 years and 
counting. AHF and Michael Weinstein 
understand the importance and 
positioning of community-based 
organizations like ITMT. 

Although we like to think that we 
are special in this mix, it is important 
to highlight that AHF contributes 
millions of dollars to initiatives around 
the globe, making them the largest 
and most impactful organization in the 
world. Black and brown communities 
around the country are capacitated 
through services, grants, sponsorship, 
and their affiliate initiative. In The 
Meantime’s relationship with AHF is 
unique, as we remain a standalone 
FUBU organization that is blessed 
to receive both financial and sound 
leadership advisement. We are proud 
to be a FUBU grassroots movement. 
We know the names of the people 
who walk through our doors, and our 
slogan is “Community Lives Here.”

In The Meantime has maintained 
its position as the nation’s longest-
standing Black gay men’s organiza-
tion that focuses specifically on the 
wellness needs of Black men respect-
ful of their sexual orientation. In The 
Meantime continues to be a mecca 
for the broader Black community and 
the Black LGBTQ+ community as we 
continue to show up in the critical 
advocacy spaces in L.A. County. 

In closing, I would like to express 
my heartfelt gratitude to our youth 
advisory group, our dedicated 

board of directors, and to the greatest 
staff this organization could ever wish 
to employ. We have more than luck, 
we are truly blessed and we know it.

Jeffrey C. King is Founder and Executive 
Director of In The Meantime Men’s Group.
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What’s Up @ In The Meantime 
• Brothers Reaching Brothers Weekly Social Discussion Group • PPE Distribution
 • BoiRevolution Youth Initiative • Grab & Go Food Support • Case Management

• Project Elevate (Social Justice Advocacy/Billboard Campaign) • Message Magazine
• The Safe House (Housing Assistance Initiative) • 12 Step Recovery Meeting 

• Black Gay Men’s Wellness Month • PrEP/PEP Education and Navigation 
• Community Outreach/Condom Distribution • HIV Testing/STD Screening Linkage

• King-Bremond Scholarship Fund • One-on-One Peer Counseling 

In The Meantime Men’s Group
The Premier Organization for Black Gay Men in Los Angeles

2146 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90018
323-733-4868, 818-441-1216 Testing Hotline 

inthemeantimemen.org • inthemeantimemen@aol.com
f I @inthemeantimemen


