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Life Beyond
Measure

Statement from
the Founder

Life Beyond Measure

sense out of events that occur
along the way.
You are being called to live
your life above and beyond your
own limited measure. How do we
measure a life, its true value, its
total worth? How do we determine

Greetings Community,

T

hank You for sharing 2010
with In The Meantime. Our
theme for 2010 was “In The
Perfect Flow.” Our theme for 2011
is “Life Beyond Measure.”
2010 gushed in like water
released from a broken dam—
fierce, misdirected and unforgiving.
We have experienced great losses.
Many have lost homes, business,
relationships and loved ones. This
year of great challenge has caused
many of us to question what
we value most and what are we
willing to surrender. The concept
of surrender to win has taken on
new meaning and each of us has
brought individual definition to
what it really means. Yet, we are
powerful.
And although the broken dam
is not of our doing, clearly we have
all felt its wrath and refused to
drown. We are still here. We are
resilient.
As we enter into 2011, we
continue to pay a high price to
do more than simply survive. We
remain committed to a mission of
maximum service. We are grateful
for your continued support and your
willingness to give of your resources

It is a gift that my mother gave to me at the age of 14. Take note.
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you
But make allowance for their doubting too,
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

to support the ongoing work of In
The Meantime. We are humbled.
We deserve to be safe and
secure.
When the
winds of
life begin
to blow, we
might find
ourselves
looking
though
shattered
lenses and
with foggy
perceptions
of what is real and what is
imagined. Our faith and belief in
co-creation becomes dulled and we
question the true magnificence of
the Divine to build that which can
never be destroyed.

If you can dream–and not make dreams your master,
If you can think–and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools:
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it all on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breath a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!”

S

TOP! Step back and do
nothing. It is through
the constant fluttering of
mindless reactions that we find
ourselves in even deeper crap.
Enter into your inner chamber
and be healed from the mental
plague of drought fueled by FEAR
(False Evidence Appearing Real).
Allow yourself to flow with the
evolutionary process that defies
human understanding. Surrender
to not always being able to make

Jeffrey C. King is Executive Director of
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.

This is my gift to you

The Floods of Life Will Ebb and Flow
By Jeffrey C. King

its ultimate purpose?
Many spend an entire lifetime
in the quest for substantial
resolution to these questions.



If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings–nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;
If all men count with you, but none too much,
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,
And–which is more–you’ll be a Man, my son!
—Rudyard Kipling
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Project Elevate
Designed to
Educate, Empower and Mobilize
Young Black Men
around Civic Engagement

Attend social events for young brothers
Participate in the Community Action Academy
Join the Young Black Men’s Action Task Force

Project Elevate
323-733-4868 | proelevate@yahoo.com | Facebook: Project Elevate
Project Elevate is funded by a grant from the Liberty Hill Foundation’s 2010 Fund for Change.
Social events are supported through In The Meantime’s General Fund.

Cornelius Wilson:
Director in Training
By Mahari Mengistu

B

orn in Memphis, Tenn.,
Cornelius Wilson is the
middle child of three
brothers. He labels himself “the
odd ball”—not being afraid to
step outside the box. Ever the
precocious and creative child, he
utilized his witty personality to
entertain his family. As his charm
and passion for entertaining
unfolded, the dream career of
being a Movie Star began to unfold,
as well. Not much longer after this
discovery, he asked his mother and
grandmother, who helped raise
him, to send him to Hollywood.
Perhaps wisely, they refused
saying he was too young and too
naïve. Still, he persisted, always
moving forward.
He applied himself to his
studies and promised his mother
that he would complete high school
in his junior year—which he did. He
entered Tennessee State University
but found something was missing.
Realizing that this was not his path,
during semester break he moved
to Atlanta to give his dream room
to grow.
Soon Cornelius began to land
roles. His determination brought
him the opportunity to meet
important people who became
integral to his success. John
Singleton—writer, director and
producer—told him the one thing
he should do in this business along
with acting is also learn to write
screenplays.

He appeared in Singleton’s
Hustle and Flow and landed a part
in Tyler Perry’s Medea’s Family
Reunion—even appearing in a
close-up with Cicely Tyson!
Yet the fire that burned in him
would not let him settle for the
pace of Atlanta and through sheer
spunk and faith he found his way to
Hollywood. In fertile ground at last!
Cornelius juggled two jobs
in Tinseltown until he secured
full-time employment at In The
Meantime Men’s Group. While
remaining focused on his career,
he moved his mother to California
after she became homeless in
Memphis because he feared for her
safety.
Even as his dream began
to materialize his world began to
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destabilize as well. His mother
was diagnosed with bipolar
schizophrenia.

M

aintaining a relentless discipline and drive, he began
to write that screenplay
John Singleton advised him to do.
It deals with a topic not comfortably
discussed in the black community or the general public at large:
mental illness. Between Us is the
story of a young mother who suffers from schizophrenia and bipolar
disease which takes total control of
her, leaving her son alone to cope
with it all—her problems and his
own personal life challenges.
Between Us is currently in
pre-production with Cornelius
both the film’s director and lead
actor. He is determined to bring
this mental illness to light. He has
sought the support of mental health
organizations for advice and seeks

the support and assistance of
anyone willing to help with bringing
this important film to the screen.
While in college he met Warren
Taylor, a fellow artist whose interest
was music. They became great
friends and after learning as much
as possible about their respective
fields, decided to partner up and
create a production company
and “take over the world.” Warren
moved to New York while Cornelius
stayed in Los Angeles.
Now, he and Warren have
formed NYLA Entertainment and
have already produced a project for
Kanye West and JYJ.
Little did Cornelius know, at
23, his screenplay, Between Us
would be the beginning of his life
beyond measure.
Cornelius Wilson can be reached at
www.nylaent.com. Mahari Mengistu is
a writer who lives in Los Angeles.

Calendar

THE YEAR 2011

Weekly
Brothers Reaching
Brothers Social
Discussion Groups
The NIA (Purpose)
Project plus Scheduled
Sessions

Biweekly

April

The Kick Back Social
Discussion Groups

Friday, April 15
BOUNCE Skate Party:
For The Lover in You
(HIV/AIDS/STD Testing
Event)

Monthly
Black LGBT Network

May
Thursday, May 19
SPIT: Open Mic/Spoken
Word

June

The UCLA Department of Family Medicine &
The Center for Health Promotion & Disease Prevention

Ongoing
ITMT411 Text
Messaging Outreach

Sunday, June 12
Sunday Jazz Affair
All White Party

Dr. Nina Harawa

January

Tuesday, June 28
Pre Pride Reception

Thursday, January 20
SPIT: Open Mic/Spoken
Word

July

Congratulates

On her outstanding contributions
to the Los Angeles HIV/AIDS Community
December 11, 2010

Los Angeles, CA

The BROTHERS Project

Message

March
Thursday, March 17
SPIT: Open Mic/Spoken
Word

Project Elevate plus
Scheduled Training
Sessions

|

TBA
Brothafest: A Weekend
Focus on Black Men

The Mylife Mystyle
Program plus
Scheduled Sessions

Bimonthly

6

Black Gay Men and
Research
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Conference:
A Reflection of Me

September
Friday-Sunday,
September 16-18
Umoja (Unity) Retreat:
In You I see Me
Thursday, September 22
SPIT: Open Mic/Spoken
Word
TBA
California AIDS Walk

October

Tuesday, January 25
Elders Circle: Telling our
Story

June 30-July 4
So Caliente! Los
Angeles Black Pride
www.atbla.com

February

August

Tuesday, February 8
National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day Forum,

Saturday, August 13
Wellness for Life
Black Men’s Health
Winter 2010

Sunday, October 23
Black Party
Masquerade Ball

December
Saturday, December 10
Anniversary
Tuesday, December 28
Kwanzaa
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Los Angeles black LGBT Network

Where We
All Come
Together

is a coalition of individuals and organizations established
to train, empower and mobilize grassroots communities
around social, cultural and economic justice issues that
impact Black LGBT people in Los Angeles County.
The Network recognizes, celebrates and highlights the
unique gifts and talents of Black LGBT people and our
allies in an effort to cultivate healthy Black communities.

Los Angeles Black
LGBT Network

A Bright Light in the City of Angels

By Rodney Nickens, Jr.

Network Formation and Structure

T
Los Angeles
Black LGBT
Network

2010-2011 Agenda/Subcommittees

Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of the Month
Held at: In The Meantime’s
Kick Back Drop-In Center
4067 W. Pico,
Los Angeles, CA 90019
323-733-4868

2. Develop a comprehensive strategy to engage the Black and
Black LGBT community around the issue of marriage equality.
Develop a strategy that will focus on building political capital and
visibility among elected officials, local churches, and other Black
organizations and institutions to include SCLC, NAACP, Urban
League, etc.

Participating
Organizations
ATBLA Los Angeles Black Pride
Living In The Light Ministry
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
Jordan Rustin Coalition
Ivan Daniel Productions
Black Lesbians United
The Elders Group
Minority AIDS Project, Los Angeles
Tom Boy Swag
Black Artist Collective

1. Establish a Black LGBT Community Center—a space where
culture, art, history, health, education, empowerment and activism
can take place for Black LGBT people. This center will also help to
identify specific needs, while identifying appropriate resources and
services. Develop a strategy that will help build trust among other
Black LGBT people while focusing on education and bridging the
generational and gender gaps that exist within the Black LGBT
community to be inclusive of our transgender sisters and brothers.

3. Develop a strategy to address the state budget cuts to HIV/AIDS
prevention funding and how we might better educate and empower
Black people about HIV/AIDS.
4. Build and support our pride and become active in the conference series and opening reception. How can we also provide
financial support?
5. Develop a strategy to secure funding for the Black LGBT Network.
6. Develop a strategy to improve and increase services for Black
LGBT youth. Develop a strategy to direct resources to address
youth homelessness through already existing services while
identifying needed services specifically for Black youth. There is a
need to address concerns around age limits and limited services
in Los Angeles County specifically for young people 25 to 29
years of age. Develop strategies that will Influence the educational
outcomes for Black LGBT youth and improve access to institutions
of higher learning, adopt a GSA to support. Develop a support
network that links Black LGBT parents in Los Angeles County.
Develop a Black PFLAG that will engage Black LGBT people and
those who support us.

he Black Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender Network
is a coalition of individuals/
organizations established to train,
empower and mobilize grassroots
communities around social, cultural
and economic justice issues that
impact Black LGBT people in Los
Angeles County.
The Network recognizes,
celebrates and highlights the
unique gifts and talents of Black
LGBT people and allies in an
effort to cultivate healthy Black
communities. The Network was
convened in February of 2010 by
Jeffrey King, the Executive Director
of In The Meantime Men’s Group.
The Los Angeles Black LGBT
Network was designed to be a wrap
around Black LGBT Group Think
Tank purposed to bring together
Black LGBT individuals and
organizations on a monthly basis.
The Network focuses on ways to
build a stronger support base to

defend and fuel the varied interest
of the Black LGBT constituency in
Los Angeles.
Tasked to collectively
endeavor to identify and prioritize
social, cultural, political and
economic issues facing the Los
Angeles Black LGBT community
the Black LGBT Network has
made significant strides in 2010.
Conducting approximately 10
monthly meetings with attendance
ranging between 15-50 the Black
LGBT Network has supported
the At the Beach Los Angeles
Black Pride, hosted a National
AIDS Strategy Community Forum,
facilitated a Meet the Black LGBT
Community Panel Discussion and
sent representatives to the National
Black Justice Coalition’s Black
LGBT Leadership Summit.
The Network has met
consistently throughout the year to
provide advocacy and grassroots
mobilization around social and
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policy issues that impact Black
LGBT people in the County of Los
Angeles.
Governed around the six major
agenda items, groups have broken
into subcommittees to address a
host of issues from advocating for
marriage equality to developing
a strategy to address HIV/AIDS
funding decreases. With firm and
solid footing, the Network has
positioned itself to be an important
voice in the community.

My Personal Story

A

s an organizer with the
Jordan/Rustin Coalition, a
graduate student in AfricanAmerican Studies at the University
of California, Los Angeles and
an emerging civil rights activist
I have felt inspired to exist in
such an empowering space of
intellectuals, activists, artists,

advocates, and leaders. Although
many times, discussions got
heated and tempers were flared we
have continuously grown stronger
with each month as a community
and have persevered through
the growing pains of forming a
new task force to make a positive
difference in our community.
The Los Angeles Black
Lesbian Gay Bisexual and
Transgender Network has
provided me with an opportunity to
participate in the important work of
coalition building and community
development and created a
unique space to feel the void left
in the Black LGBT community by
heteropatriarchy, racism, sexism,
and homophobia. I am excited for
2011 and beyond for the future
looks hopeful with the continue
work and passionate commitment
of the leaders of the Black LGBT
Network.

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.
Wellness,
Empowerment,
Education

• NIA (Purpose)
Prevention Program
• Mylife Mystyle,
Prevention/Research
Project
• HIV Testing Referral
• The Kick Back Social
Discussion
• Brothers Reaching
Brothers Discussion
• Wellness for Life
Black Men’s Health
Conference
• Umoja (Unity) 3-Day
Retreat
• Log On Quarterly
Computer Training
•T
 he Kick Back Wellness
Center

Community
Cultural Events
You may be eligible to participate in a collaborative
project to promote self-acceptance, develop healthy
lifestyle choices, and reduce HIV infection in the Black
community.
To get more details about the program please call:

(310) 825-5474

or visit:
www.maalesproject.com
and a program representative will help you.
All calls are confidential and you are not required to give your name.
Cash compensation and other incentives provided.

Men of African American Legacy Empowering Self

|
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Fundraising/
Social Activities
• Summer Jazz Affair and
Garden Party
• California AIDS Walk
• Black Party
• Bounce Skate Party
• Anniversary Celebration
• SPIT Open Mike and
Spoken Word

Task Forces/
Community
Mobilization
• Black LGBT Network
• Project Elevate
• Black Gay Men’s Task
Force

A Voluntary Research Study

10

• Kwanzaa Celebration
• Elders Circle Dialogue
• National Black HIV/
AIDS Community Forum

| Winter 2010

“Creating Unity and Affirming
our Common Bond”

We are the safe
space where Black
gay, same gender
loving, and bisexual
men can heal and
celebrate community,
culture and wellness.
Serving Our Community Since 1999
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.

4067 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019
www.inthemeantimemen.org
www.mylifemystyle.net, solameth.org
inthemeantimemen@aol.com
323-733-4868 office
323-733-4877 fax
Visit In The Meantime Men on Facebook and on MySpace

Sissy Sammy from
Compton, California

Book Shows That It Gets Better

S

issy Sammy in the Land
of WeHo 90069, an adult
fairytale by Dale Guy
Madison, is a gayer than gay
version of L. Frank Baum’s classic
The Wizard of
Oz. However,
you will not hear
Judy Garland
singing about
being over the
rainbow, nor
Stephanie Mills
wailing about
home. Nope!
In the land of
rainbow flags,
they proudly dance to Diana Ross
remixes of “I’m Coming Out!”
Sissy Sammy is the story of
an effeminate boy who wakes up
in West Hollywood after a bullying
incident in Compton.
“I started Sissy Sammy in 2007
as a spoken word poem,” says
Madison. “I kept expanding it to
include critical issues young gay
kids deal with.”
“When I released it, I had no
idea there would be that many kids
to commit suicide in the course of
a month,” he says. “I had no idea
the word ‘bully’ would be used that
many times in one week.”
Madison was in the middle
of his master’s thesis on using
arts to affect change in LGBT
adolescents at-risk. He discovered

alarming statistics:
m Family members often
throw LGBT kids out with one in
four becoming homeless after
coming out to parents.
m LGBT
kids have a
suicide rate
of two to six
times more
than their
heterosexual
counterparts.
m They
are three times
more likely
than other
kids to report not feeling safe in a
school environment.
m LGBT kids suppress their
natural same-sex behaviors to
the point of triggering negative
emotional responses that include
depression and anxiety. It can
lead to substance abuse, eating
disorders, violence, early sexual
activity, and of course, thoughts of
suicide.
Sissy Sammy got to the end of
the rainbow, got over the rainbow
and made a very special friend in
the end. He is a living example that
“it does get better!”
Dale Madison is an actor, artist,
author, educator and blogger. He can
be reached at dale@damngoodman.
com, www.sissysammy.com or
www.30minb4midnight.blogspot.com
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Mission Statement
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc. is purposed to enrich,
empower, and extend the lives of intergenerational Black men,
respectful of sexual orientation, through social, educational,
health and wellness programs and services.
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
community service organization. Over the past 11 years
In The Meantime has been on the forefront of creating an
environment that supports, empowers and educates Black, gay,
same gender-loving and bi-sexual men in Los Angeles County.

Board of Directors
Jammie Hopkins, Board President
Joel Byrd, M.D., Board Treasurer
Garry Gregory, Board Member
Roger Quinney, Board Member
Earl Wooten, Board Member

In The Meantime Staff
Jeffrey King, Founder, Executive Director
Ardriono Aldridge, Mylife Mystyle Project Coordinator
Cornelius Wilson, NIA (Purpose) Project Coordinator

2010 Medal of Honor Awardees
Michael Weinstein, Lifetime Achievement Award
Karen Ocamb, Founders Award
Nina Harawa, Kevin Spears Humanitarian Award
Greg McNeal, Image Award
Barbara Jordan-Bayard Rustin Coalition, King-Rustin Award
William Johnson, Volunteer of the Year Award

