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My Community
By Jeffrey C. King

I am created whole...

A

s Black LGBT people, our
lives are worth more than
mere tolerance and condescension. Our connection to the
world’s past, present and future,
our individual and
collective
contributions to this
planet, are
to be embraced and
celebrated.
As
Black LGBT
people we
are often treated as INVISIBLE and
VOICELESS. Although I do not
totally agree, I do feel that we have
yet to COME OUT and IDENTIFY
OURSELVES in a way that will
honor our ancestors who have
paved the way, and to inform our
descendants who will lead the way.
It is our responsibility, and ours
alone, to help our OTHER brothers
and sisters understand better who
we are: we are a vital part of the
larger family.
To that end, we can no longer
have others speak for us, decide
for us, identify for us what we value
and hold sacred. We must and we
will self-identify.

4

|

Message

|

Pride Edition

|

Summer 2009

What’s in Your
World?

Although no one individual in
the Black LGBT community can
speak for the entire Black LGBT
community, we do have a choir that
continues to show up when there
is a call for justice and positive
progressive change. It is among
this choir that I cultivate a healthy
sense of belonging. It is from within
this choir that I define community.

An intimate interview
with a Los Angeles
Black gay icon.

September 1, 2009

Parents of
Black Gay Men
Speaking Out

August
2009

Invite your mother and
father to talk about you
and to share what it is
like having a gay son.

August 4, 2009

...and nurtured in
community

July 2009

Community provides a sense
of belonging, a safe familiar place
where interpretation is rarely
needed. Community has shaped
the way I maneuver through life
mentally, physically and spiritually.
Community influences the way I
see and approach the world.
My community comprises a
biological and extended family of
like-minded friends; it includes a
multitude of humanity, both like and
unlike myself.
My community, although
not always nurturing, is a place
where I feel a sense of purpose
and desire to participate in
communion. Community enfolds a
sense of belonging and familiarity,
kinship, womanhood, manhood,
brotherhood and sisterhood.

My Eyes are
Green

Jeffrey C. King is Executive Director of
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.

September
2009

July 28, 2009

July 7, 2009

An evening with author
Marcel Emerson, a book
signing and reception.
July 14, 2009

HIV+ Dating

HIV+ men share from
the inside out about
their lives and pursuit of
love, sex and romance.
July 21, 2009

Book Signing
and Reading

Share in an intimate
evening with author
Ingrid Michelle as she
shares a Black woman’s
first-hand experience
with a bi-sexual
husband. Reception to
follow.

Being
Comfortable
in a Straight
World

September 8, 2009

How well do you fare
in mainstream America
today?
August 11, 2009

Deception, Lies
and Truth

An evening with author
Dwayne Vernon, a book
signing and reception.
August 18, 2009

Defining Gay
Culture for
Yourself

What’s in Your
World?
An intimate interview
with a Los Angeles
Black gay icon.

An intimate interview
with a Los Angeles
Black gay icon.

September 15, 2009

I Do

Gay men talk about
being married.
September 22, 2009

Guess Who’s
Coming to
Dinner?

An open perspective on
interracial relationships.

Is my gay the same as
your gay? Meet me in
the middle.
August 25, 2009

What’s in Your
World?

September 29, 2009

Police Brutality

Black men talk about
their experiences with
LAPD. Participants tell
their stories and relate
their feelings about how
“they keep looking over
your shoulder.”
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Sojourn
to South Africa
By Sherry Y. Smith
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was recently invited to accompany
AIDS activist and actress Sheryl Lee
Ralph along with a delegation of eight
others, as part of her second annual
“A Sister’s Circle” project: South
Africa. The A Sister’s Circle
project addresses
HIV/AIDS issues for
women of color in
Africa and the U.S.
We began
the journey from
LAX, boarding our first
of three planes as we
traversed the globe
for 22 sleep-inducing
hours, finally arriving in
Durban and taking a van
to our guesthouse. Though
we arrived with the purpose
of attending the 4th Southern
African AIDS Conference, visiting the
women and children in the rural area of
Ladysmith, and bridging networks and
building partnerships to help others,
we had the opportunity to
experience so much more.
Arriving at our
guesthouse just before
midnight, we immediately
began unpacking the bags
of supplies we had brought,
repacking them into individual
Ladysmith gift bags for our outreach trips
during the coming week. After a

Summer 2009

few hours of sleep, we were up and
prepared for trip to Ladysmith.
The landscape was strikingly
beautiful as we drove through the
green, lush countryside.
“Rainy season,” the driver told
us. “Summer has arrived.”
We passed through Howick,
the township where Mandela was
captured in 1962. I tried to imagine
the roadblocks, the upheaval, the
apartheid system. We heard stories
of Chaka Zulu…Blood River…we saw
the beautiful waterfalls, the majestic
dam.
In Ladysmith, we saw the flip
side of the beauty … the harsh, grim
reality of a truck brimming over with
tiny baby-sized coffins. We visited
the women’s support group of the
Mpilonhle Project.
This group of women used
their grassroots beaded art work to
support themselves and their families.
They discussed commissioned
designs with Ralph’s DIVA Bead
Project as we talked with the women
and purchased some of their beautiful
wares, while others of us attempted to
learn to bead. Stringing just a few of
the micro-sized beads, I immediately
gained a vast appreciation for their
exquisite craft.
Later, we traveled to their
village outside of town to meet the
50 orphaned children they regularly
helped feed. The caretakers, all HIVpositive, told us there were 10 other
orphanages just like theirs that they
helped support. Many of the children
were also HIV-positive. Monies were
scarce, and they were only able to
feed the children two or three days
a week. One caretaker told us they
dug deep into their “nothing” to give
“something.” We presented the
children with gift packages, and they
broke out in smiles. They thanked us
with their lovely song and dance.

Sheryl Lee Ralph, singer, film
and television star, known for her
portrayal of Dee in the hit series
Moesha and for her creation of the
role of Deena Jones in the original
Broadway production of the musical Dreamgirls, founded the Diva
Foundation in 1990 in response to
her losing many of her friends to
HIV/AIDS. The non-profit foundation
seeks to empower women, raise
HIV/AIDS awareness and erase
stigma attached to HIV/AIDS.
Her one-woman show, Sometimes I Cry, was inspired by the real
life stories of women infected and
affected by HIV/AIDS. Ralph is the
recipient of many accolates and
awards including In The Meantime’s
Lifetime Achievement Award.
She can he reached at www.
sometimesicry.org.

Returning to our hotel that night,
we agreed to pool our funds and
purchase enough food to feed the
children for over a month. As the days
passed, we compiled our ideas to begin our plan for raising monies to help
feed the children over the next year.
The remainder of the week
was spent at the AIDS conference
sessions, where we heard staggering
statistics and stories of the horrors
that AIDS leaves behind.
“Within the next 10 years,” one
panelist told us, “the AIDS pandemic
will leave at least 2 million AIDS
orphans to fend for themselves as
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best they can.” We were told about
12-year-olds heading households—
mere babies mothering babies,
abuse, rape, teenage pregnancy and
too many funerals.
Despite the multitude of condoms
given out—millions monthly—the
AIDS toll continues to rise. How can
that be? We heard stories about
defective condoms distributed by the
government years ago. Because of
the defective condoms, many now
have the belief that using condoms
will give you AIDS.
Some girls use the ring around
the female condoms as bracelets.
One speaker shared how tuberculosis
is driven by the HIV pandemic.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the
co-keynote speaker, introduced us
to a young 16-year-old with AIDS,

Ladysmith is located in South
Africa, between Johannesburg and
Durban, on the banks of KwaZuluNatal’s Klip River. Named after the
Spanish wife of Sir Harry Smith, it
was proclaimed a township in 1850.
In the years that followed, it
became a prosperous staging-post
for fortune-hunters en route to the
Transvaal gold fields and diamond
discoveries at Kimberley. Today, important industries in the area include
food processing, textile manufacturing and the production of Dunlop
tires. Ladysmith is the hometown of
Joseph Shabalala, founder of the
group Ladysmith Black Mambazo.
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who wowed us with his speech.
The panelists on male circumcision
discussed how male children aren’t
always circumcised at birth, and how
it may be done years later. Not always
allowing for proper healing following
the surgery, a man may have sex,
and the open wound continues to
perpetuate the spread of HIV.

D

uring the week, we saw news
stories of the then-upcoming
ANC (African National
Congress) election, coupled with
tales of corruption. We were invited
to the U.S. Consulate’s office where
Ralph performed an excerpt of her
one-woman show on HIV/AIDS
infected women, Sometimes I Cry.
During the Q&A session afterwards,
a gentleman stood and told us that
he was “a Zulu man,” and how it all
sounded good, but that Zulu men are
the heads of their households, and if
they didn’t agree on something (using
condoms), then it wouldn’t happen.
On our morning of departure,
we arose early to go to the African
marketplace on the beach and reflect
upon our trip as we waded in the
water, feeling the sands of Mother
Africa beneath our feet. My time
“home” had passed so swiftly, and I
longed to return before we’d even left.
Back in Los Angeles, I shared
with my family and friends the beauty
of the Motherland, South Africa, and
how she needed our compassion,
our hope, and our help! I encouraged
more of my Black brothers to get
involved in the healing of South
Africa…and the healing of America.
Join me in rising to the challenge!

Sherry Y. Smith is an author, playwright
and software trainer who volunteers with
the Diva Foundation. To make a taxdeductible donation to the organization
to help feed the children of South Africa,
logon to www.divassimplysinging.com.

Defining the Black LGBT Community
from a Lesbian Perspective
By Jasmine Burnett
“It was our experience and
disillusionment within these liberation
movements, as well as experience
on the periphery of the white male
left, that led to the need to develop
a politics that was anti-racist, unlike
those of white women, and antisexist, unlike those of Black and
white men.”
—Combahee River Collective

W

e cannot masculinize the
Black LGBT history of
movement and legacy
of resistance like that of the early
slavery and civil rights struggles;
we must speak and be spoken of as
leaders in solidarity with our brothers,
transgender brothers and sisters,
same-gender-loving, bisexual and
queer brothers and sisters. When we
highlight the revolutionary voice and
the free speech of our people, they
must also speak our name in this
fight, as it has always been assumed
that we as Black women must speak
for ourselves.
Our racial and sexual identity
defines us as siblings in this
movement, and as a collective
community, we must take the
opportunity to speak our name into
existence as Black women in this
fight for the protection of our right to

exist. Black women can no longer
be positioned as a casualty of state,
racial-sexual and gender oppression.
We have struggled together with
Black men against racism, while at
the same time we also have struggled
with Black men about sexism.
So what does the Black LGBT
community mean to me?
It means that no particular
gender or sexual identity is prioritized
when we speak of setting an agenda
for this movement. It means that
we educate each other about our
challenges and that we listen. It
means that health is holistic, including
mental health, comprehensive
physical health, and the intersections
of sexual and behavioral health. It
means that there is a safe space for
the youth of our community, so they
no longer see suicide as an option to
escape the lack of understanding of
families and communities. It means
that there is a place for our families to
thrive and survive.
Ultimately we have a unique
opportunity to set our own standard
for how we live, how we participate
in and are perceived in this life. What
will be our legacy?
Jasmine Burnett is a non-profit consultant
in Los Angeles. She is also the agent for
change of Aunt Betty’s Basement, the
Pussy Power Movement.
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The Power of Self-Identity
By Father Taz Ultra Omni

T

here have been many forums
and panel discussions
concerning the plight
and identity of the Black
community and the Black LGBT
community in particular. These
discussions normally focus on what
the majority population and societal
norms have deemed the appropriate
labels for Black people and all of the
subcultures within the community.
Yet, in order for Black people
to reach greater levels of social,
economic and spiritual success, there
must be a paradigm shift. The LGBT
community must take extra steps to
control the discussion concerning
its identity. Whoever has the power
10
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to define the labels of identity will
ultimately have the power to create,
evolve, dissolve, promote, demote,
contract or expand the community.
The community must ensure
that the larger society sees it through
the lenses that the Black LGBT
community has created and not the
convenient lenses that have been
created by media, stereotypes, and
even the larger Black community.
Mainstream media and Hollywood
have presented the community by
way of a caricature that is not to be
taken seriously and is therefore to
be dismissed as to its value, culture,
contribution to larger society, and
overall human worth.

Stereotypes of the present and
past have been used to ascribe labels
to the Black LGBT community that
the community and its leadership
itself at times have ignorantly allowed.
Yet, much of the community has not
embraced these generic descriptions
and labels of itself, which explains
the lack of success many social
programs geared toward educational
and health interventions within the
community have experienced.
The power of self-identity is one’s
ability to see oneself through the eyes
of God and express that identity into
society in a way that is meaningful,
influential and permanent. This call to
self-identity is not just for the community, because the community is made
up of individuals who must first grasp
the power of self-identity.
Individuals must take control of
their lives through the power of selfidentity. Whatever you call yourself,
you will be. If you tell people you
are powerful, creative, intelligent,
a leader, innovative, competent,
necessary, important and a gift of
God, they will ultimately see you
through the lens that you have
created. If you write it, they’ll read
it. If you sing it, they’ll dance. If you
speak it, they’ll listen. If you create it,
they’ll use it. If you design it, they’ll
wear it. The task of the community
and individual is the same: have the
courage to identify the self properly.
If you don’t believe me, here is a
list of people whose lives also attest
to the power of self-identity: Crispus
Attucks, Harriet Tubman, Hiram
Revels, William Edward Burghardt
Dubois, Daniel Williams, Booker T.
Washington, Georgiana Simpson,
Gwendolyn Brooks, Jackie Robinson,
Martin Luther King, Ron Karenga,
Shirley Chisholm, Bill Cosby,
Madame C.J. Walker, Thurgood
Marshall, Mae Jemison, Cornell

West, Clarence Thomas, Oprah
Winfrey, Toni Morrison, Colin Powell,
Tiger Woods, Condoleeza Rice and
President Barack Obama. This is a
very short list of many who had to
break through the self-destructive
labels, placed on them by some
others, to embrace the identity that
only God could give.

T

here are millions more who
are not written about in history
books, who have used selfidentifying to fuel their success and
happiness in life.
For example, the young lady
raising kids by herself, who decided
to go back to school to become a
nurse. Or, the young man who was
made fun of all his life, who just
opened up his own salon. Maybe
you have met the young man who
was put out of his house because
of his sexual orientation, who has
just completed his second gospel
album. Or, the young lady who was
told that she would never amount to
anything because she had a learning
disability, but has just obtained a
managerial position at a successful
company.
None of these people have
names in history books, but are
contributors into the overwhelming
proof that anyone, who would dare to
define themselves, will hold the keys
to their own economic, social and
life success. This is the Power to Selfidentify.

Father Taz Ultra Omni is a legend in
the Ball community. Father Taz Ultra
Omni is the premiere figure in the west
coast ballroom scene. Father Taz Ultra
Omni has won a multitude of awards in
competition and from a host of community
agencies which have recognized him
for being a pioneer in a large array of
community service activities in the Black
community.
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Ariel Prodigy: Transcendent Transgender
By Stanley Bennett Clay

E

very Sunday night feminine
beauty is urged to descend
the grand staircase inside
Los Angeles’ Catch One
Disco by hostess Sabrina LaBlanc,
herself a stunning example of maleto-female transformations. And
as sure as there are stars in the
heavens, stars dazzle the cheering
crowd inside the Catch with stunning
wardrobe, glamfabulous coifs,
kabuki theatricality, sweet and sassy
hand-hip-and-footwork and lip-sync
performances so adept that they
nearly fool the ear and eye.
The show is aptly called
“Illusions,” for the stunning female
impressionists achieve sheer illusive
magic. Each set usually features a
visiting special guest drag diva, but
it is the trio of regular headliners
that keep packing the crowds in:
Crystal Masters, Nationna Star and
Lady Ariel Prodigy, one of the most
uncommon transgender performers
on the Southern California scene.
A 14-year performance veteran,
Ariel has toured the U.S. several
times and has held several pageant
titles.
And yet Ariel is little selfabsorbed with the glamour and the
glitter of her professional world.
Instead, she spends most of her time
involved in volunteerism and social
activism. Many of the Black gay
youth of Los Angeles are more than
familiar with Mother Ariel. A former
House Mother on the House and Ball
scene, Ariel was known as a serious
task master who administered
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tough love to the dozen or so youth
under her wing. With the help and
support of her husband of eleven
years, Samuel Brown, Mrs. Brown—
offstage she uses her married
name—cracked the whip when it
came to school attendance, safe sex
and drug abuse. She was and still is
a fierce warrior in the battle against
crystal meth.
“Crystal meth among our youth
is so major,” she laments, “and I’m
afraid it will get worse before it gets
better.
“But there’s so much more we
need to be doing when it comes to
our youth. HIV and AIDS are still as
real as rain and so many kids out
there think that they’re invincible. We
have to teach them caution, and for
their very survival we have to teach
them to prioritize. In the House scene,
they all want to be legendary. Well,
let me tell you something. Being
legendary is not a career. It won’t
feed your face and put money in your
pocket. We have to teach them to cut
down on the clubs and crack open
some books.
“Now, don’t get me wrong. I love
my kids, but I don’t always love the
direction that they take. So it’s up to
me, in fact, it’s up to all of us, to point
them in the right direction.”
Although Ariel has moved away
from the House and Ball scene, and
has relinquished her position as
House Mother, she has not given up
on the young.
“I don’t agree with a lot that’s
being promoted in the House and
Summer 2009 |
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Ball scene,” she says. “That is not
the answer to building self-esteem.
Loving yourself, being comfortable
in your own skin, that’s where selfesteem comes from.”
She also is not afraid to point
out the dirty little secret within the
overall Black gay male community:
transphobia.
“Yeah, it bothers me, but I don’t
let it get me down. It is what it is. A lot
of gay boys feel that their masculinity
is threatened by us just being who
we are. Well, even though that’s their
problem, the discrimination has an
effect on a lot of the girls. They can
begin to feel isolated, and although
more and more social agencies are
addressing our needs, and more and
more of us are working good jobs and
some of us are working in very high
places, the rejection, especially from
our own, gets to a lot of girls.
“Now as far as I’m concerned?
You can hate all you want, ‘cause I
got love on my side, and I’m going to
continue to throw that out—sweet,
hard, soft, furious, tough, rough
love—and break down all that hate
you try and come for me with.”

T

hough born male, Ariel, who
now lives her life completely
as a woman, is exactly that—
complete. A giver, wife, mother and
community caretaker; she perfectly
personifies a phenomenal woman.
“Me perfect?” she laughs, “Hell
No!!! I’ve made a lot of mistakes. My
imperfections are what make me
human. Some of my mistakes have
been minor and some major; some
I regret and some have caused me
a lot of pain. But what separates
me from many is that when I realize
I’ve made a mistake and if I have to
apologize, I apologize. I set my pride
aside. I’ll take the fall, take the pain,
deal with the consequences of my
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action and try and learn from it so
I don’t make the same mistake again.”
As tough as she is, and she is
that, there is still a very feminine side
of Ariel Prodigy.
“When I was young, I was just
a gay boy doing drag. There was
a woman locked up inside of me
begging to be free, so I gave her her
freedom. I gave me my freedom, and
now I live completely true to myself.
Now I like to think of myself as the
living, walking Barbie.
“But still, I am somewhat of a
tomboy. When I’m not on stage, I’m in
a pair of jeans and tennis shoes. That
aside, I’m a very outgoing woman,
and I enjoy the finer things in life.”
Two of the finer things in her
life are her husband Samuel and
their son Mykel. And then there are
all the gay youth she continues to
nurture, friends and strangers she’s
constantly lending a helping hand
to, her transgender contemporaries
she fellowships with, and the older
transgenders they care for.
Yes, Ariel Prodigy lives a full and
happy life, and she knows that it all
begins with taking care of number
one.
“True love starts with loving
yourself,” she says. “Loving myself
means taking care of my physical and
spiritual being. That means going to
the gym and paying attention to what
and how much I am putting into my
body. So, start loving the skin you’re
in. You have one mind, one body,
and one soul. Work each one to its
full potential! If you take care of, love
and appreciate yourself first, then it
becomes much easier to take care of,
love and appreciate someone else!”
The lady speaks the truth.
Stanley Bennett Clay is an author, actor,
playwright, producer and director. His
latest novel is “Looker.”

Community Can
Best be Defined in its
Interim Phase
By Queen

B

y “interim” I mean that
community is forever changing
to accommodate personal
changes of an individual, children,
new ideas, creativity and expansion
on several levels, political, health,
social, cultural and spiritual matters.
Its ability to expand and become
more inclusive has become more
prevalent over the past decade.
Community is forever changing
its needs as well as its definition.
However, there are basic qualities
that form the foundation of the
community. The community’s values
must be based on the promise of
sustainability. “Sustainable” means
that the infrastructure is created so
that the community’s longevity is
inherent in its everyday actions.
Some of those qualities are:
m Acknowledging our elders
and establishing a council of elders or
advisory board;
m Creating a bridge between the
youth and the elders;
m Re-establishing respect and
the promise of a sustainable future;
m Having resources and a
referral system to meet immediate
and basic needs;
m Having conversations structured where everyone’s voice is heard;

m The corporate
acknowledgment of spirit in all
gatherings;
m Creating a Black LGBTQ
phone / information book for the
Southern California region, serving
as a resource to stay connected and
keep resources within the community,
thereby creating sustainability;
m Creating holiday / high holy
Black LGBT days as a way to bring
the collective together and to reunify
those who might have become
distanced for whatever reasons;
m Creating a space of
belonging, safety and trust among
members while maintaining each
person’s sense of individuality as an
essential part of the whole;
m Seasonal healing gatherings
on a communal level to remember our
dreams and maintain our faith and
optimism;
m Working to heal the Middle
Passage trauma that we are still so
affected by;
m Writing love letters to other
persons to reflect that love back to us;
m Re-evaluating our agendas on
a quarterly basis to maintain balance
and fluidity;
m Conducting exercises that
allow us to look at and touch one
another.
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Books

In The Meantime

Read, Children,
Read!

Reviews by Stanley Bennett Clay

A Book That’s Worth Its
Weight in Gold
Ready to Male
Lamar Ariel
AuthorHouse

“I

recently met this boy who has
officially made me forget that I
am bitter, sarcastic, judgmental
and eccentric as hell,” the author
accurately self-observes near the
end of this funny, poignant, articulate,
witty and brutally-honest collection of
27 letters based on incidents in his
perfectly-normal dizzying Black gay
life, but exaggerated and fictionalized
for maximum entertainment value.
Both of Ariel’s barrels are fully
loaded with Addison DeWitt-isms as
lethal as paper cuts or an arsenal
of Dorothy Parker slams, often at
his own expense, resulting in a
delightfully caustic read, hysterical
and humanized by self-deprecation
and keen observations of not only
the world around him but his deepest
thoughts and the bright and dark
sides of his heart and soul.
He opens his slight but potent
collection (113 pages) with a letter to
his best friend, deftly revealing the
all-too-familiar nuances of such an
alliance, especially in the Black gay
world.
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A lovely letter of gratitude and
love to his mother follows, filled with
sentiments all mother-loving sons
have felt
but have
rarely
been
able to
articulate
on paper
as well as
this writer
does. It
is sheer
poetry,
as poetic
as the
letter to
his father, divorced from his wife,
but clearly not divorced from his
son. I laughed out loud at Ariel’s
poison-pen-damn-you-to-hell-andyo-mamma-for-birthing-you-too tirade
when he saw his ex with another man
(come on, we’ve all written one, if
only in our minds) and the about-face
apology missive that follows (been
there, done that).
Among the many delectable
morsels served up by our middle
class, well-educated, proudly gay,
New York-loving/hating narrator is
a surreal close encounter with a
fake-Prada-wearing she-devil on
the crowded A-train in the bowels of
the city on a hot day when he ain’t

feelin’ it and ends up explaining to the
men in blue why he went off and got
physical with Shaniqua.
One of the most touching letters
is another A-train observation: a
homeless Black man, invisible to
most, becomes fully present when a
young white “preppy” engages him
in a discussion of James Baldwin’s
Another Country. And while Ariel’s
letter to New York City−a funny-bitter
thanks-for-the-memories-but-me-andmy-man-are-about-to-do-the-whitepicket-fence-thing-in-North-Carolina
item−is a bridge-burning denunciation
of urban squalor, excess and stress,
and an homage to the joys of country
living, his letter to Mr. Funeral Director
is a piss-elegant drag queen’s list
of every filigreed indulgence to be
served up in honor of his demise.
Oh yes, our narrator is one
bourgie, label-loving, classconscious, color-struck bro, but
that’s half the fun. There is much to
be admired about this author who
is willing to let his mind dance so
nakedly on the stage of life. The
thoughts he has committed to paper
(in prose beautifully and artfully
composed) feel authentic, paining
us with truth at times, causing us to
laugh with recognition quite often,
and showing us a way to examine
what’s really on our minds, as scary
as that sometimes might be.
Although Ariel’s non-linear
approach renders the ending a
bit anti-climactic, even somewhat
arbitrary, his collection of
autobiographical fiction is as winning
and as neat as a very dry martini!
A penny for his thoughts? Hardly;
Ariel’s thoughts are worth their weight
in gold.
Stanley Bennett Clay is an author, actor,
playwright, producer and director. His
latest novel is “Looker.”

Black LGBT
Community
By Rue Thais-Williams

T

he Black LGBT Community is
comprised of Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender African
Americans. Those belonging to this
community live their lives pretty much
in the same fashion as those identifying themselves as heterosexual.
Lesbians are a community of
women who share an emotional,
romantic and sexual desire with each
other. The term “gay” generally refers
to the male homosexual, i.e. men
who are attracted to members of the
same sex. People who are attracted
to both male and female genders
are considered to be bisexual.
On the other hand, a transgender
person is mentally and emotionally
in disagreement with their physical
sexual identity assigned at birth.

Rue Thais-Williams is a long-standing
community activist. She is the wife and
life partner of Jewel Thais-Williams.

The Sum
By C. Jerome Woods

W

e are the sum and part of
our essence, experiences,
intellect and interests. We
are Black, gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and all. There is nothing
on the other side of all! We are who
we are!

C. Jerome Woods is a retired educator
who will receive the National Education
Association’s Carter G. Woodson Human
& Civil Rights Award this July. He is also
a spoken-word artist, community activist,
arts consultant and world traveler.
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Why

Gay Marriage
Will Prevail

By Earl G. Wooten

P

roposition 8 defeated the
notion in California that
two persons of the same
sex could legally marry.
There has been much public outcry
regarding the outcome of the vote
on this proposition, as many in
the same-gender-loving (SGL)
community feel that their inalienable
rights have been trampled upon by
the legislative process of California.
However, as members of the
SGL community, I feel that it is
imperative that we delve deeper into
the notion of marriage and really
begin to redefine and shape the
institution of marriage to be one that
makes sense for our community and
is not simply an imitation of what the
larger community defines as holy
matrimony.
First, we must realize that the
concept of marriage as it is defined
in the Judeo-Christian tradition has
many flaws, as can be attested to
by the high divorce rate common
in society. I believe that we in the
SGL community should not try
to emulate what the larger world
thinks of as marriage, but instead
we should adopt a more thoughtful
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approach to marriage. Only once we
have a firm grasp on why we want
to be married to each other will our
efforts to achieve equality with our
heterosexual brothers and sisters be
fulfilled. If it’s simply that our desire
for marriage is so that gay people
“can be as miserable as the rest of
us” as comedian Chris Rock jokes,
then we should take a step back and
evaluate the desire of same genderloving-couples to join in the bonds of
matrimony.
As it is currently defined, the
institution of marriage is one that
presupposes that one person would
ask another to engage in a union that
serves the purpose of making the
other person feel secure, comforted
and loved for the remainder of their
lives, regardless of the circumstances
or ability of either person to live up to
this bargain, whether in sickness or in
health, “till death do us part.”
What a huge and overwhelmingly
unrealistic request to ask of another
person! The broader question we
must ask is, why would anyone even
believe that someone else should
be responsible for your happiness
and contentment in life? Why
would a person want to turn over a
fundamental aspect of what it means

to be an individual to someone else
who is completely incapable of
fulfilling this slate of duties?
In truth we are all here for ourselves. Not in a selfish manner, but in
a realistic manner. We move through
the world with the aim of finding experiences which delight us and give
us room for growth and a sense of
looking forward to the next day. If we
are fortunate enough to find someone
to laugh with along the way, to commiserate with, to share intimacy with,
or to argue with, then we are fortunate indeed. That is pretty much all
that we should ever ask of a partner:
someone with whom we can check in
from time to time and see how their
journey is faring. Being in a permanent bond of marriage gives you the
luxury of checking in with that person
frequently, such as every night when
both of you arrive home.
No one is responsible for your
happiness, security, comfort and
well-being other than you. Concepts
such as happiness, joy, comfort and
satisfaction with one’s life are all
states of being that proceed from
your mind. It is wholly a mental state
of awareness whether you consider
yourself happy and comfortable or
not. Eskimos may find snuggling
under walrus skins, living in igloos,
and eking out a living on the frozen
tundra to be a very satisfying and
comfortable life, while personally I
find such an idea appalling.
Am I saying, therefore, that
marriage as a concept is defunct?
No, I am not. I am saying that
traditional marriage vows contain
concepts which are defunct. Two
persons can happily get married and
live wonderful, blissful lives together
as long as each isn’t expecting the
other person to behave in a fashion
that satisfies or fulfills the other
person’s mental constructs.

For example, if you are in a
relationship and your partner chooses
infidelity, you tend to seethe and
your blood boils because you feel
that your right of exclusivity with that
person has been abrogated. In your
mind “relationship” and “intimate
exclusivity” are a tautology.
This tautology you may hold in
your mind, but reality is not matching
up to your concept. You then have the
choice of living in disillusionment, or
you could begin to seek a harmonious
state in which your mental construct
matches your reality. This may mean
that you have to find another person
for whom “relationship” and “exclusivity” are a tautology.
However, we often choose to
accept persons in our lives who do
not share our mental constructs, and
then we say they are “cheating” on
us, when in actuality, we are cheating
on ourselves, because we are the
ones who have chosen to not be fully
committed to our mental construct of
relationship = exclusivity.
If we stay in the relationship, we
may be unhappy, not because the
other person has been unfaithful,
but because our “bubble has been
burst”; that is to say, our tautology of
relationship = exclusivity has been
rendered void. But in no way is our
unhappiness the result of the other
person’s actions. It is because we
choose to stay in a relationship and
compromise our mental construct,
and then we experience pain and
disappointment because we aren’t
experiencing a reality that matches
our mental construct.
The solution is to either change
your mental construct where you
do not define relationship and
intimate exclusivity as a tautology, or
conversely, hold on to this construct,
feel good about your own conviction,
and allow the universe to bring to
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008 | Message |
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you those (other) persons who do
share this construct. Either way,
the responsibility of resolving the
dilemma is yours and not the other
person’s.

I

contend that the most successful
marriages, whether gay or straight,
are those in which both partners
realize that they like hanging around
the good parts of each other, and
the bad parts of each other they
simply choose not to engage. It is a
wonderful thing when two people get
married. I believe the Judeo-Christian
marriage vows should be chucked
out the window, especially in the case
of SGL couples, and replaced with
more humanistic agreements that are
based on mutual respect and love
for each other, rather than creating a
symbiosis that is at best untenable.
Therefore, marriage for SGL
couples, when properly structured,
can be an opportunity for two persons
to express the journey of their lives
in a concerted manner. Or it can
be a hellish nightmare in which two
persons claw at each other, each
one trying to get the other person to
accomplish the impossible task of
fulfilling the other’s mental construct,
all the while holding the marriage
vows over each other’s heads like the
sword of Damocles.
Despite the outcome of Proposition 8, we in the SGL community can
empower ourselves by redefining
marriage to be a healthy, supportive
institution that strengthens our love
for each other and undergirds our
community. Once we learn to proceed
from this basis of power, no laws on
the books can stand in the face of the
avalanche of truth.

Earl G. Wooten is a songwriter, arranger,
producer and composer. He is founder of
Ebony Voices and Allegiance to Christ.
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Community Means
We Communicate
By Roger Quinney, L.C.S.W., Psy.D.
Like the song says, “We keep waiting,
waiting on the world to change,” but we
must put “change” into practice daily.

A

s we celebrate Gay Pride,
let us remember through
reflection how far we have
come. Yes! We have a Black
president, the Internet and more
business opportunities, yet we fail
to communicate with one another as
LGBT people.
As an openly gay professional
Black man living with HIV for 23
years, it is important to me that we
communicate with one another as
human beings. So when you attend
the Gay Pride parade or the great
Beach Party and special events,
speak to one another and say “Hello”;
it’s not about being grand or arrogant,
it’s about being sensitive and friendly
to each other (each one teach one).
Yes, we all have different tastes in
men and women, HIV-negative, the
buff, slim, fat, tall, thin, fem, butch,
bottom, top, aggressive fem, butch
fem. These are labels that can
often create miscommunication and
attitude. Enough with the attitude!
Community is about coming
together and sharing our differences
while being united as people who
work and pay taxes and continue
to demand recognition of our equal
rights by the heterosexual community.

Roger Quinney, L.C.S.W., Psy.D. is
recipient of this year’s In The Meantime
Wellness Award.

Style

A Trademark of Ivan Daniel III

IN THE CITY

Top Restaurant Picks
Kitchen 24
1608 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
LA 90028, 323-465-2424
The Ivy
113 N. Robertson Blvd.
LA 90048, 310-274-8303
The Stinking Rose
55 N. La Cienega Blvd.
Beverly Hills 90211
310-652-7673
Magic Castle
7001 Franklin Ave.
LA 90028, 323-851-3313
Yamashiro Restaurant
1999 N. Sycamore Ave.,
LA 90068, 323-466-5125
323-337-9400
Mirano’s
Gay Sunday Bunch
Pink Taco
Century City Mall
10250 Santa Monica Blvd.
LA 90067, 310-789-1000
Houston’s Restaurant
Century City Mall
10250 Santa Monica Blvd.
LA 90067, 310-557-1285
Jack ‘n Jill’s
342 N. Beverly Dr.
Beverly Hills 90210
310-247-4500
Soul Food Kitchen
239 E. Manchester Blvd.

Inglewood 90301
310-330-1392
Café Brazil
10831 Venice Blvd.,
LA 90034, 310-837-8957
Bossa Nova Brazilian
685 N. Robertson Blvd.,
West Hollywood 90069
310-657-5070

Top Fashion Picks
If you’re a true fashionista
or a regular Joe…your
lifestyle is the force that
influences your fashion
sense. Along with the
other top cities for
fashion—Milan, Paris and
New York—Los Angeles
equals entertainment and
the ultimate shopping
experience on the west
coast. Los Angeles has
the flair for fashion and the
innovation to set fashion
trends. Below are listed our
“Top Fashion Picks” areas
and malls in Los Angeles.
All locations will have additional stores; we just want
to provide you with direction. Make the choice for
your lifestyle and budget.
Now go ahead and shop
until you drop! Charge!
***Fashionista
**High-end
*Moderate

***H Lorenzo
8660 W. Sunset Blvd.

West Hollywood 90069
310-659-0015
***Robertson Blvd.
betw. Melrose and 3rd
St. (“Fashionista St.”)
D & G Flagship Store
Rock and Republic
Flagship Store
Kitson Men and Women
Channel
John Varratos
**Melrose Place
(on Melrose just east of
La Cienega):
Diesel Flagship Store
Theory Flagship Store
**Best Mall
(Beverly Center):
Bloomingdale’s
Macy’s Men’s Store
D&G
Gucci
Louis Vuitton
Ed Hardy
H and M
Plus National Stores
Armani Exchange
Banana Republic
**Melrose Ave.
(west of La Brea Ave.):
Showtime
Rinaldi (shoes)
New York, New York
(Plenty of stores. Put on
your walking shoes.)
*Great Basics Looks
Macy’s Fox Hills (best
Sean John and Marc
Ecko departments)
Macy’s, Beverly Center
(Calvin Klein and Earl
Hardy)
H and M, Beverly Center
*Bargains
Slauson Swap Meet
The Alley, Downtown LA
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❼

❶

❽

❷

❾
❹

❸

❻

❺

❶ Ray Ray and Jasmyne Cannick around town. ❷ Maurice Jamal at the
premier of the film, The 9th Step. ❸ ITMT Staff Outreach at Club Metro, LA
Hot Spot, Ivan Daniel III, Ardriono and Christian. ❹ Wendell Carmichael,
Proud Pride President. ❺ Ronald Jackson, at the 2009 ATBLA Planning
table. ❻ Jeffrey King and Councilwoman Jan Perry at ITMT NBHAAD
Forum. ❼ Panel participants at ITMT Youth NBHAAD Forum. ❽ Le Le, at
the 2009 ATB-LA Planning Table. ❾ Onlookers witness In the Meantime
receive city proclamation.
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In The
Meantime
Men’s
Group, Inc.

Wellness
for Life

“My Mind, My Body, My Spirit”
“Owning My Health”

2009 Black Men’s
Health Conference
Saturday, August 8, 2009
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Rapid HIV Testing available ($25 incentive offered) 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Wilshire Plaza Hotel Conference Center

3515 Wilshire Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90010

Conference free to the general public.
Complimentary valet parking.
Buffet lunch provided to the first 80 conference attendees
who arrive the day of the conference.
For additional information: 323-733-4868 or inthemeantimemen@aol.com
www.inthemeantimemen.org.

Providing our community with solutions through action,
empowerment, education and health care resources

“Creating
Unity and
Affirming
Our
Common
Bond”
This year’s
interactive,
experiential
conference is
designed to get
you moving
in the right
direction.
Wear your
sweats and
tennis shoes.
Bring a towel
as you are sure
to break a
sweat.

