
Statements of Pride  Edition 2008

IN THE MEANTIME
MESSAGE

The
Beach Party: 
20 Years
and Counting
Profiles of
LA Icons
Style in
the City
Contributors 
Jeffrey King
Alan Smithee
Stanley Bennett Clay
Gregory Priest

Photographers
Greg McNeal
Ronald Jackson
Jeffrey King
Alan Bell



2 3

In The Meantime a 
Product of Pride and 
Commitment
By Jeffrey King

In The Meantime is a pure product of 
years of struggle, fight, genius, tenac-
ity and fortitude exacted by those who 

stood out front to lead the way. There 
is much to be said about our history as 
Black LGBT people and our quest to be 
seen, heard and understood.

At the core of our movement LOVE 
continues to be the center—at least, 
in my opinion. The right to love can 
sometimes appear to be a dare to love. 
To love God, self, and some one of the 

 

Why do my friends 
have to wait un-
til they test HIV+ 
before they can get 
the same residential 
treatment  for Meth 
addiction as me?

Los Angeles County Office of AIDS  
Programs & Policy has just released  
funding for free residential rehab for HIV 
negative GLBT Meth addicts. Frank’s 
House & Rainbow Bridge Community 
Services want to help!  Please contact us 
for placement in our day treatment, resi-
dential or transitional programs. 

S t a t e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  f o u n d e r

The Beach Party
20 Years and Counting

same sex all at once has created for 
many of us a conflict that we live with 
every day of life.

As we celebrate Black Pride in Los 
Angeles, I encourage you to Surrender 
to LOVE and allow yourself to feel the 
POWER that it generates. 

Duane Bremond the founder of At 
The Beach was a life long friend and 
today we pay homage to his legacy and 
love for his hometown, Los Angeles. 
We join Wendell Carmichael, ATB’s 
Board President and the team of staff 
and volunteers who continue to make 
this weekend happen every year. 

We salute you ATB for 20 years 
of pride building, family, community, 
entertainment, education, culture, HIV-
prevention and inspiration. 

Lets the Pride live on.
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By Alan Smithee

E
arly on in Faith Trimel’s new 
feature film Family her lead 
character, Felicia, is making 
love to her girlfriend when 

her mother pays an unannounced visit 
to her apartment forcing a panicked 
Felicia to throw her humiliated lover into 
the closet. Felicia is unceremoniously 
dumped, and in her distress she sees 
that the only solution to get her lover 
back is to come out. So she forges a 
pact with her best friends to all do it 
within 30 days.

Although coming out is at the core 
of Family, it also deals with infidelity, re-
venge, outing, gay-bashing, bisexuality, 
religion and self-acceptance.

It’s also a lot of fun. “On a more 
shallow note,” said Trimel, “not at all 
about the deep symbols and social 
consciousness of Family is the delight-
ful fact that this film shows the diaspora 
of beauty. It is racially diverse and 
culturally rich. Check it out: we’ve got 
all the delectable shades of skin: from 
dark chocolate to milk chocolate to 

Faith Trimel
ProFile oF an icon

carmel to butterscotch to honey roast 
to white chocolate to vanilla and God’s 
the baker,” she said laughing.

Family, a comedy drama, is a 
thousand miles away from Trimel’s 
first film, Black Aura on an Angel, a 
psychological thriller which explored 
the effects of a woman’s mental ill-
ness on a blossoming love affair. The 
film, which was based on true events, 
was described by Southern Voice as 
an “intense, sexually charged...white 
knuckler that should touch viewers of 
every ilk...characters with heart and a 
rich complexity seldom seen.”

In Family as she was on her eariler 
film, Trimel is a triple hypenate: writer-
productor-director. But it’s tough to 
handle all those tasks, particularly the 
fundraising role of producer.

“I have been planning this film for 
years and it is finally coming into real-
ity,” she said when she began filming. 
“It has been exciting going into produc-
tion. I ask for the support of you all by 
a donation of any amount to help this 
ground-breaking film continue on and 
come to completion.”

Yes, filmmaking is expensive, but 
Trimel has walked this walk before.

“I also want to thank you for your 
previous support of Black Aura on an 
Angel,” she said noting that the film 
wound up playing at no less than 35 
film festivals in the U.S. and around 
the world.

B
ut years ago In Chicago, faith 
not film was the subject at 
hand. Her first name was be-
stowed on her by her mother 

after nearly dying during a complicated 
birth. On a cold, January afternoon, 
her mother reasoned that faith was the 
only way that both she and her baby 
daughter survived. This fight from the 
beginning of life formed a warrior spirit 
in Faith that can be seen in her utter 
determination to live her dreams and 
express herself.

Born into an environment that al-
lowed little room for self-expression, 

she used her keen imagination to muse 
on stories and ideas. Influenced by 
her hero, filmmaker Robert Townsend, 
and his ingenuity, she began writing 
screenplays.

Her first screenplay became Black 
Aura on an Angel, her first feature. On 
that production, she wore all the hats: 
producer, director, editor, and co-star.

In addition to filmmaking, Trimel is 
an accomplished musician, published 
writer and veteran actress who works 
on other people’s projects as well. 
She spent several years successfully 
working as an actress in commercials, 
independent films and voice-overs.

Trimel is a fitness buff and dare-
devil, who rides motorcycles, skydives, 
scuba dives, rock-climbs, and hang 
glides. Her near-future plans include: 
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, starring in 
a one-woman show and completing the 
production of multiple screenplays.

Ever ready for a challenge, she 
moved west from her second home in 
Atlanta, Georgia to explore new pos-
sibilities. And one of those challenges 
was Family, which she has just finishing 
shooting.

“Wow, what a journey!” she said 
recently. “It has been an exciting 
roller coaster ride and I have had the 
pleasure of working with some of the 
most talented, beautiful, and inspiring 
people. There have been many chal-
lenges, but they have all been met; 
there is so much more to do but the 
hardest part is over. To see the Family 
script come alive, marks 2008 as my 
best year ever!”

Information and photos about 
Family are available on the web at www.
myspace.com/familythefilm or www.
familythefilm.net. There is a fundrais-
ing link to make a donation if you are 
so inclined. And if you donate $100 or 
more you receive, among other things, 
you name in the credits and two tickets 
to the premiere.

“This fight from the beginning of life formed a warrior 
spirit in Faith that can be seen in her utter determination 
to live her dreams and express herself.”
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By Jeffrey King

Jeffrey: It was a Tuesday afternoon 
when Greg McNeal decided to drop 
by In The Meantime’s central office. 
He had no idea that his intention to 
simply visit would turn into what I am 
pleased to present as a revealing and 
candid sharing of his life passion, 
pain, and pride.

Greg: Yes, I’m a 43-year-old Black 
man and I don’t look my age, so I don’t 
really mind telling people how old I 
really am, and just so that you know 
this will be my last LA interview before 
moving on. 

Well Greg, I have a feeling that we 
will be seeing and hearing more from 
you throughout the years to come. So 
now that you are here let’s do this. 
OK, I’ll just start asking questions 
and we can flow from there. My first 
question is: How have you evolved 
as an artist and how does your art 
reflect your maturation?

I have grown as an artist in my level 
of confidence and I am better able to 

Greg Mcneal
ProFile oF an icon

say and express through my art what I 
really want to say. My greatest weapon 
of all is having learned how to forgive 
myself and others. Forgiveness frees 
me to be able to express myself as a 
multifaceted, three dimensional artist. I 

know how to get what I really want out of 
my photo shoots and the models that I 
work with. I can visualize the image and 
how to make it happen, how to make it 
come to life.

Have you received the type of re-
sponse/support from the community 
that you had hoped for?

Lots of people have treated me as 
if my work doesn’t really matter. It took 
me a while to realize that it wasn’t my 
work but the subject matter. They were 
really saying that Black men do not mat-
ter and that there is no perceived value 
unless it is negative. I expected more 
support in the fight to show Black men 
in a positive light from the community 
as a whole.

I must, however, acknowledge 
that I still have great fans who love and 
support my work, and that is what has 
gotten me through the rough times. 
The beauty of my work is that it can 
hold its own. It speaks for itself now. 
My children have grown up. The timing 
couldn’t be more perfect.

Do you feel that your focus has shift-
ed relative to your subject matter?

Yes. All of the new images have 
been about telling stories. God Wars, 
Lost Legends, and Zero Hour are all 
stories that I’ve dreamed about telling. 
The cover of this newsletter is from the 
God Wars collection. It is made up of 
five profound images that are meant to 
create a sense of pride and remind us 
of our African heritage. They are alive 
and radiate a fire about them. God Wars 
speaks to our Ancient African mythol-
ogy. I want people to feel proud and 
alive when they see these images.

How do you view the new school of 
Black gay identified photographers 
of the day? 

A person’s creativity is measured 
by how much they are willing to grow 

and invest in their talent. I can not 
compare my sacrifice and growth to 
any one elses. 

There is always a heavy price to 
be paid when standing in your truth. I 
have dedicated over 10 years of my life 
to this work and I am proud that I am 
able to look back over the time spent 
producing and living my art. I need for 
my work to be a light in dark places—
the dark places of living in a time when 
so little value is placed on the lives of 
Black men.

What saddens you and why?
Hmmm. How far gone is gone? I 

mean, Black people have completely 
forgotten who they are and have lost 
and sold their self worth. We have been 
brainwashed. We have not evolved, 
we have gotten worse. My art is a blue 
print that I am trying to leave behind. It 
is a Black pyramid to remind us of who 
we really are.

What keeps you going?
I don’t believe that God brought me 

this far to leave me. The God that I know 
wouldn’t do that. I see beauty in every 
body. I try to find a way to capture that 
beauty because their beauty is also a 
reflection of me. When I can no longer 
see beauty in people it means that I 
can no longer see beauty in myself. 
In The Meantime’s Sexiest Man in My 
Life Calendar is proof of that. It is about 
the beauty that exist within men of all 
shapes and sizes. I wanted to show all 
12 of the models from the inside out.

 
Any new projects on the horizon?

I’m taking some time to work on 
myself and to explore new ventures. I 
am very excited about creating a series 
dedicated to our Transgender sisters. 
I’m calling it Dramatic Drag.

What are your thoughts on the new 
generation of Black men? Do you still 

“I see beauty in every body. I try to find a way to 
capture that beauty because their beauty is also a 
reflection of me.”
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find beauty in their images?
My southern background helped 

me to be able to set a standard for 
myself. The youth of today lack stan-
dards and have low to no expectations 
for greatness. It seems as if they see 
themselves as disposable and lacking 
value.

Thanks you Greg for sharing a mo-
ment with me and agreeing to do this 
interview. I know that it will both in-
spire and challenge the community. 
Before we close and go to lunch give 
me a statement of pride for this 20th 

By Stanley Bennett Clay

H
e is described by those who 
know him best as, “Intense 
and detail-oriented with a 
great eye and ability to see 

beyond what others are witnessing.” 
Ronald Dwayne Jackson was born May 
7, 1963 in the Los Angeles, California 
community of Watts. Though reared in 
a loving home, he still suffered impedi-
ments to creative expression as a result 
of his family’s indifference to his innate 
talent. For years, his gifts went without 
nurturance or recognition. Jackson, 
alone, had to find a way to express his 
passion. His solution: use household 
issues of Ebony and Jet magazine as 
models to craft portraits of its featured 
celebrities and politicians. This early 
“face fixation,” began his present sig-
nature style of portraits. 

Equipped with only a pencil and 
paper, young Jackson escaped the 
pull of his turbulent neighborhood and 
the pain he poignantly experienced 
from his heightened sensitivity. Ini-
tially, he created from anger. The anger 

spawned from the ridicule he suffered 
by his peers following the sudden onset 
of Tourett’s syndrome at age ten. His 
specific syndrome consisted of uncon-
trollable blink-and-grunt sequences 
that rocked his body; however, the chal-
lenge of his disability enabled him to 
draw literally and figuratively from within 
and embrace the solitude necessary to 

ron Jackson
ProFile oF an icon

year of Black 
Pride in LA.

Pr ide was 
never an issue for 
me. As a youth I 
played football, 
ran track. I was 
an honor student. 
My name was in 
the local newspa-
per all the time. I 
was vice presi-
dent of my senior 

class, and I was voted best all around 
because I ranked high in many cat-
egories. I have always had a sense of 
accomplishment in my life and I’ve had 
great friends. PRIDE is not simply about 
being brave enough to take chances 
but also it is about being strong and 
brave enough to take responsibility for 
the outcomes.

To purchase signed originals of cur-
rent photos please contact Greg at 
213-381-1605, www.gregmcneal.com, 
or by mail at P.O. Box 75900, Los An-
geles, CA 90075.

“His devotion to his art, family, friends, and 
community is perfectly balanced and what he deems 
to be his life’s mission.”
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learn his craft far sooner than most. 
 In Jackson’s teenage years, his 

cap-and-gown sketches of graduating 
seniors sold for easy money and tran-
sitioned him from amateur to semi-pro-
fessional artist. Upon graduation from 
the Alain Leroy Locke High School in 
South Central, Jackson studied for sev-
eral years under the tutelage of famed 
painter and sculptor Charles Dickson. 
With Dickson, Jackson learned invalu-
able skills that he adopted to formulate 
his own technique. Another influence 
of Jackson was Dr. Samella Lewis, a 
ground-breaking artist and author, who 
published numerous books chronicling 
black artists, while taking the art scene 
by storm in the 60s and 70s. 

Though he resisted formal training, 
he spent a couple of years nurturing 
aspiring artists as an instructor at Watts 
Labor Community Action Commit-
tee. Teaching at WLCAC marked the 
beginning of the merging of Jackson’s 
passion for art and community.

J
ackson is able to move seam-
lessly through a multitude of 
artistic mediums to manifest 
his inner visions. He is highly 

adept at sketching; mural design; 
painting with acrylic, oil, watercolors 
and pastels; sculpting with clay, wood, 
and wire; graphic arts through digital 
media and photography; and fashion 
and jewelry design. His versatility is one 
of his greatest strengths and the prime 
reason for his prolific-creative output. 
As an oft-times traveling artist, he 
produces art that can withstand all the 
elements especially at outdoor festivals 
and exhibits featuring his art without 
protective frames. Consequently, Jack-
son makes acrylic painting his primary 
medium. Durable, fast-drying acrylic is 
able to withstand virtually any environ-
ment but is typically reserved for art 
work that does not involve the detailed 
work of portraits. And although he might 

experience a Tourett-induced spasm, 
thus, destroying his work, he still uses 
acrylic primarily and, in fact, estab-
lishes it as his signature. Through the 
years, Jackson has immortalized many 
on canvass, including: August Wilson, 
Anita Baker, Spike Lee, Janet Jackson, 
Bob Marley, Celia Cruz, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Lucille Ball, and hosts of oth-
ers. Many of these pieces rest with their 
inspiration and others in homes and 
galleries around the country.

Jackson is the Art and Cultural 
Chair for the Watts Towers Community 
Action Council. He is one of the artists 
contracted to create a neighborhood 
mural by the Los Angeles Mayor’s 
Office. He is a selected artist by both 
the mayor’s office and the City of Los 
Angeles’ Department of Cultural Affairs 
for display in its calendar and cultural 
guide, and he is a featured artist at the 
California African American Museum’s 
monthly First Sundays community 
celebration.

Beyond Jackson’s professional 
achievements, he is the proud father 
of an adult son, and the other half of 
a successful, 20-year-committed rela-
tionship. His devotion to his art, family, 
friends, and community is perfectly 
balanced and what he deems to be his 
life’s mission. Throughout his career, 
Jackson has showcased his collection 
of art work throughout the U.S.; owned 
and operated a successful clothing 
store; worked as a photojournalist; 
created a line of jewelry that features 
hand-crafted masks; and garnered an 
impressive body of work with a cata-
logue including hundreds of sketched, 
drawn, painted, sculpted, and carved 
pieces. Jackson established his com-
pany E U C P Imagine that represents 
his artistic vision: “Everything you can 
possibly imagine.” With EUCP Imag-
ine, Jackson produces commissioned 
murals, canvasses, and sculptures for 
commercial and personal spaces.

All Over L.A.
Events and News

A Father’s Day to 
Remember
By Gregory Priest

Minority AIDS Project hosted its 
first annual ADODI Father’s 
Day Celebration on June 14, 

2008 recognizing the impact of positive 
African American male role-models in 
the LGBT community.

Spencer M. Collins, Project ADO-
DI’s Lead Risk Reduction Counselor,  
designed a ceremony to acknowledge 
great leaders to include Dr. Wilbur Jor-
dan of Oasis Clinic, mentor Jeffrey King 
of In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc., 
the honorable Archbishop Carl Bean of 

Spencer Collins, Jeffrey King, Jewel Thais-William and Rev. Russell Thornhill at the ADODI 
Father’s Day Celebration.

Spencer Collins and Bennie McGowan.
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MAP/Unity Fellowship of Christ Church, 
Felix Davis, husband of long-time AIDS 
activist Cynthia Davis and Cedrick 
Moore a young community activist who 
took home the Kevin Spears/ADODI 
award. The evening was sponsored by 
Gilead Sciences and was nothing short 
of an elegant and uplifting evening. 

Presenters Ivan Daniel III of First 
Fridays and Rev. Russell Thornhill of 
Unity Fellowship of Christ Church set 
the tone for change, and hope. The 
evening concluded with an elegant 
reception catered by Picture Perfect 
Catering. The ADODI staff has reached 
another pinnacle in their effort to uplift 
the community. 

In The Meantime 
Does Outfest 2008

In The Meantime is honored to be a 
part of the Outfest 2008 community 
collaboration effort. This year is es-

pecially meaningful because we have 
been paired with the work of our gifted 

brother Mau-
r i ce  Jama l . 
Take a Look.

F r i e n d s 
and Lovers, 
Sunday, July 
13, 4:30 p.m., 
Fair fax The-
ater. Maurice 
Jamal returns 

to Outfest with the premiere of his new 
film Friends and Lovers. Part romantic 
comedy, part drama, part Hollywood 
spoof and all signature Jamal. The story 
follows the lives, loves and mishaps 
of three diverse couples living in Los 
Angeles, and their eccentric circle of 
friends. Featuring a multiracial cast 
that crosses orientation and gender, 
Friends and Lovers is a bold, brazen 
and totally outrageous look at love and 
life in LA. 

 Outfest is a leading showcase for 
diverse, international lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender film and video. 
Outfest produces the oldest and largest 
continuous film festival in Los Angeles, 
the only LGBT weekly screening series 
in the country as well as the only LGBT 
people of color film festival. Since 1982, 
Outfest has presented more than 4,000 
film and video titles for audiences of 
well over half a million people. 

Outfest 2008 features 207 films 
and videos from 26 countries and runs 
from July 9-21, 2008. 

Sean and Christian 
Outreach to You

Look for the In The Meantime 
team of Sean and Christian when 
you’re out at the Club. They are 

trained health educators who are here 
to assist you in 
becoming bet-
ter educated 
about STDs/
HIV/AIDS. Ask 
them about our 
programs.

Sean co-
ordinates the 
GAAME Plan 

for 18-29 year olds while Christian 
heads up the NIA (Purpose) Prevention 
Program open to men of all ages. Look 
for the whites tee that reads: “Wrap it 
b4 U tap it.”

Sizzling Hot Takes 
Place in Miami!
By Jeffrey King

This year Dwight Powell, entrepre-
neur, creator of CLIK Magazine, 
and Sizzle Miami along with his 

devoted team of staff, volunteers and 

supportive family members created 
what will go down in the annals of 

history as one 
of the hottest 
e v e n t s  f o r 
both men and 
women that 
this county has 
ever seen.

Sizzle Mi-
ami featured 
the Hyatt Re-

gency Miami as the host hotel and for the 
most part tookover the entire downtown 
area of Miami. Most of the major hotels 

were filled with some of the hottest hotties 
and jetsetters from around the continent. 
In addition to the expected mega clubs 
at night Sizzle Miami featured a host of 
well-planned and executed activities 
including: The Booze Cruise (Friday @ 
Noon), True Queens of Comedy (Friday 
@ 7:30 p.m.), and the elegant All White 
Grown Up Affair (Sunday @ 7:30 p.m.).

I would suggest that you start plan-
ning for Sizzle Miami 2009 now.

For more information email mail@
sizzlemiami.com, visit on the web 
www.sizzlemiami.com,  or telephone 
954-457-0038.

A Center for Wellness in the Hood

For those of you outside the area, 
or who have never visited us, 
here are some photos of our of-

fices. Pictured below is the front door 
to the Village Health Foundation, Jewel 
Thais-William’s ground-breaking com-
munity health facility. On the right are 
containers of herbs housed at the Foun-
dation’s pharmacy. On the next page is 
the office of In The Meantime.

Village Health Foundation 
Pharmacy

Village Health Foundation 
Waiting Room
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SOLA CMT 
South Los Angeles
Crystal Meth Task Force
Meets Monthly and Bimonthly
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Meetings held at:
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
(Secured Parking at the Catch One)
Los Angeles, California 90019

Open membership
All are welcome to contribute
Join our listserv and phone list
Call 323-733-4868 to be added

www.inthemeantimemen.org
Cr
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Crystal Meth = Death
The SOLA CMT

South Los Angeles 
Crystal Meth

Task Force

The South Los Angeles Crystal 
Meth Task Force is committed 

to forging a compassionate 
response to the growing 

concerns around crystal Meth 
in the South Los Angeles 

area. This working taskforce 
is developed to proactively 

engage in community 
mobilization. Our efforts will 

be to educate and inform the 
public and at risk communities 

about the detrimental effects 
of Crystal Meth. We will work 

to assist persons impacted by 
Meth to appropriate services.

The existing body of work being 
facilitated by the taskforce 

includes the development of 
social marketing materials 

to include billboards, printed 
educational brochures, 

the development and 
implementation of educational 
trainings for African American 

MSM as well as the larger 
black community to include 
high school age youth, the 

development and maintenance 
of a resource focused website, 
a data collection survey, and a 

hotline number to link people to 
needed resources.

Crystal Meth = Death
Stop It Now.

In The Meantime 

In The Meantime 
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Unspeakable
Michael-Christopher

This year, Mi-
chael-Chris-
topher cele-

brates ten years of 
self-publishing suc-
cess. Since 1998, 
Michael has writ-
ten, illustrated and 
published a graphic 
novel compilation 

and three literary novels, including 
the Living the Life series and the criti-
cally acclaimed From Top to Bottom. A 
graduate of New York’s School of Visual 
Arts, Michael plans forthcoming collec-
tions of photography and sketches and 
the seventh installation in his graphic 
novel series. Unspeakable is Michael-
Christopher’s fourth novel.

In Unspeakable, Rodney Franklin 
seeks the comfort of family and friends 
in his hometown of Philadelphia follow-
ing a breakup with his partner. While 
reconnecting with his past, Rodney dis-
covers he and a childhood friend both 
share a disturbing experience—they 
were both victims of child molestation at 
the hands of the same depraved man. 
In their attempt to right the wrongs of 
the past, Rodney and his friends find 
themselves in very present trouble. 
Amidst it all, Rodney’s old flame, Ka-
trina, enters the picture in hopes of re-
suming her role as a damsel in distress, 
but this time around, she finds Rodney 
is not the man she once knew.

Calendar
July 1 
Annual Pride Celebration 
The Flavor of LA
Meet LA’s Movers and Shakers

July 8 
Maurice Jamal, On The Sofa
Actor, director, producer, filmmaker

July 15 
Jonathan Plummer, The Scoop
Ivan facilitates an O Style interview. 
Jonathan speaks out about his Life 
then and now.

July 22 
Trent Jackson, Yes, Mr. Jackson
Author and famed blogger up-close 
and revealing in control and under the 
spotlight.

July 29 
Bobby Blake, Uncut
Raw, honest and in your face. The Life 
of a porn star legend, the uncut story.

August 5 
Hope: Electing a Black President
Is America Really Ready? Facilitated 
by Jasmyne Cannick 

August 12 
Understanding Addiction
A training and round circle dialogue 
with Black gay men discussing crystal 
meth and the impact of substance 
abuse on the Black community.

August 19 
Powerful:  
A Evening with Faith Trimel
Writer, actor, director, producer. 
What does it really take to make an 
independent film?

August 26 
Grown Folks Talkin’
Black men speak of living to die
What would you do with only one 
month to live. Do you have your house 
in order?

September 2 
Sexin: The POWER of SEX
Driven by the pure physical?

September 9 
The Demo Projects: 
Project ADODI and the GAAME 
Plan
Project coordinators share data 
and lessons learned. Also, gain 
information about the Retreat.

September 16 
Man & Man
Don’t want to be lonely tonight
Need a man? Want a man? Get a 
man. Keep a man.

September 23 
Slip & Slide: 
Choices/ Outcomes
Have you slipped lately without a 
condom?

September 30 
In Time for Hope: 
What’s the SOLUTION?
The Mental State of the Black 
Community. Sisters and brothers, 
straight and gay discuss homo phobia, 
education in the public schools, the 
rate of Black men and women in the 
penal system.

In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
4067 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 • Telephone 323-733-4868

Mailing: P.O. Box 29861, Los Angeles, CA 90029

THIRD QUARTER

Internal Chaos
M. W. Moore

Novelist M.W. 
Moore, the 
NCAA track-

and-field champion 
who captured the 
conscience of read-
ers with For What I 
Hate I Do, an auto-
biographical fic-
tional account of a 

falling star Miguel Morris, shines again 
with the upcoming release of Internal 
Chaos. Internal Chaos chronicles 
Miguel Morris’ transition to prison after 
being arrested for six bank robberies. 
Moore is a sought-after speaker who 
eloquently and courageously recounts 
the dark side of addiction and its conse-
quences. Moore attended Mississippi 
State University and West Texas State 
University. He is a native of Houston, 
Texas, where he still resides.

Internal Chaos: Rather than en-
dure a lengthy court battle that could 
negatively impact his family, former 
NCAA track champion and crack addict 
Miguel Morris accepts a plea deal from 
the FBI for robbing six banks in Hous-
ton, Texas. However, Miguel still suffers 
from sexual addiction, which further 
threatens his safety and scant hopes in 
prison. After being caught having sex in 
another inmate’s cell, Miguel learns the 
consequences of deception and snitch-
ing; lessons he learns from an unlikely 
source: his flamboyant cellmate.

Books
In The Meantime

Read Children 
Read!
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Hot 
Restaurant 
Picks
By Jeffrey King

Wokano’s
(Japanese) Great sushi, atmospheric, 
happening location, across from 
Beverly Center 8408 W. 3rd St. (at La 
Cienega) Blvd. 323-951-1122

El Cholo
(Mexican) Food’s good but a little 
gringofied, magnifico margaritas. 
1121 S. Western Ave. 323-734-2773

The Village Vegan 
Restaurant
(Vegetarian) Healthy, hearty, 
generous portions. 4067 W. Pico 
Blvd. Part of the Catch One complex.

Cultural Arts 
Picks
By Stanley Bennett Clay

Eso Won Books
Best selection of African American 
pop, classical, urban and historical 
literature in the city. 4331 Degnan 
Blvd. 323-290-1048

Leimert Park Village
Great walking tour of black culture 
including a jazz club, Lucy Florence 
Coffee Shop/Theatre, Eso Won 
Books, art galleries, African fashion/
gift shops. 43rd Place and Degnan 
(three blocks east of Crenshaw).

The Getty Museum
World class, one of the world’ best 
classical art collections housed in an 
eye-popping structure. 1200 Getty 
Center Dr., just north of Sunset where 
Brentwood and Beverly Hills meet.

Clubs/
Entertainment 
Picks
By Jeffrey King

Tuesday
In The Meantime
Pre-Pride Reception and Panel 
Presentation
Tuesday, July 1, 2008
Village Health Community Room
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90019
(Secured parking at the Catch One)

Wednesday
Club Metro
Ivan Daniel Productions Presents 
Paparazzi: 
A White Party 
Wednesday, July 2, 2008
Club Metro
652 La Pier Dr.,
West Hollywood, CA

THuRsday
Club Seduction LA
The Absolut Mansion XXXplosion 
Party
Thursday, July 3, 2008
Doors Open 11 p.m.-5 a.m.
The Sloan Mansion
627 S. Carondelet St.
Los Angeles, CA 90057
For more info:
www.clubseductionla.com
email info@clubseductionla.com

FRiday
The Annex
835 S. La Brea, Ave.
Inglewood, CA
 310-671-7323

First Fridayz
Ivan Daniel Productions Presents
First Fridayz: Entourage
1Friday, July 4, 2008
1 p.m.-4 a.m.
729 E. Temple St.
Los Angeles, CA

saTuRday
Club 4067
21 & Over
EVERY SATURDAY
THE SCENE:
DANCE NITE!
$7 B4 11pm $10 After
CATCH ONE BALLROOM
Resident DJ Russell
Hip-Hop • R&B • Reggae
Bartenders • Joy • Mike • Zach 
GAME ROOM
Large Bar & Lounge 
Bartenders • Donovon 
ROOTS ROOM
Karaoke • Music
Videos • Dance Moves with your 
hostess Ms. Sherice
 

Jewel’s Room
Resident DJ Chris Johnson + Guest 
DJ’s
House Music 
Bartender • Tore
Large Screen TV • Lounge Area 
Five Computers for Internet Browsing 
Dining Area • Tip’s Tasty Q BBQ
Must be 21 •
Valid Picture ID Required 
$6.00 Optional Valet Parking

Style
IN THE CITY
A Trademark of Ivan Daniel III
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sunday
Illusions
Must be 21 • Valid Picture ID 
Required 
Bartenders • Donovan • Joy
Free Secured Parking
An In-house Production
Every Sunday, we present two 
glamorous drag shows hosted by 
Sabrina Le’Blanc, one of the most 
beautiful transformations on stage 
from male to female. A glamorous 
wardrobe and a lot of talent make for 
one of the best female impressionists 
that ever hit the stage. In addition, 
Crystal Masters, Na’Tyana Star, Ariel 
Prodigy, Jasmine Masters, Carletta 
Couture, and guests appear live on 
stage

Study Bar
1723 N Western Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90027
(323) 461-5533
Mondays and Sundays
(Call for upcoming events)

Sightseeing 
Picks
By Bruce Eddins

Hollywood Bowl
Since 1922, the tradition of presenting 
the world’s greatest musicians and 
striving for musical excellence has 
remained a constant goal of this 
famed Los Angeles cultural landmark. 
2301 N. Highland Ave.
Hollywood, CA 90068
General Information
323-850-2000
323-850-2040 (TDD)

Staples Center
The five professional sports 
franchises—the NBA’s Los Angeles 
Lakers and Los Angeles Clippers, 
the NHL’s Los Angeles Kings, the 
AFL’s Los Angeles Avengers and 
the WINBA’s Los Angeles Sparks—
Staples Center has proven to be a 
home court advantage for the local 
teams. 
1111 S. Figueroa St.
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Box Office:
213-742-7340

Disneyland Park/
California Adventures
An American theme park in Anaheim, 
California, owned and operated by 
the Walt Disney Parks and Resorts 
division of The Walt Disney Company. 
1313 S Disneyland Dr.
Anaheim CA 92802 

Laugh Factory 
8001 W Sunset Blvd.
West Hollywood, CA 90046
323-656-1336
www.laughfactory.com

California African-
American Museum
Inside the galleries of the California 
African American Museum in Los 
Angeles are living treasures of 
African American art, history and 
culture. CAAM’s kaleidoscope of art 
and history exhibitions is designed 
to enhance the public’s knowledge of 
the African American’s contribution 
to society both past and present. 
Near the Coliseum, Natural History 
Museum and California Science 
Center.
600 State Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90037
213-744-7432
www.caamuseum.org

Tuesday, July 1, 2008
m In The Meantime Presents: The Flava of LA. 
7 p.m.-9 p,m. 4067 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles CA 
(The Catch One).
m Michelle XXX Presents: Forbidden City. 
9 p.m.-2 a.m. Corner of Hollywood and Vine.

Wednesday, July 2, 2008 
m Ivan Daniel Productions Presents: Paparazzi:
A White Party. Club Metro, 652 La Pier Dr., 
West Hollywood, CA.

Thursday, July 3, 2008
m Soulful Salon Comedy Night featuring comedian 
Andy McKnight. 7 p.m. Host Hotel.
m Club Seduction LA presents “The Absolut 
Mansion XXXplosion Party.” 11 p.m.-5 a.m. 
627 S. Carondelet St., Los Angeles, CA.

Friday, July 4, 2008
m ATB Official Opening Reception/Teadance. 
Noon-6 p.m. Vintage Hollywood, 4000 Washington 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA. 
m Soulful Salon Poetry Night. 7 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Host Hotel. 
m Ivan Daniel Production Presents First Fridayz: 
Entourage. 11 p.m.-4 a.m. 729 E. Temple St., 
Los Angeles, CA. 

Saturday, July 5, 2008
m THE ATB BEACH PARTY 2008. Dusk to dawn. 
Point Dune on Malibu Beach. 
m ATB Official After Party. 10 p.m.-4 a.m. 
Host Hotel. 

Official Host Hotel

RADDISON LA WESTSIDE
6161 W. Centinela Ave., Culver City, CA 90230
310-649-1776
Special ATB rate: $106 per night. Mention ATB or rate code 
”ATB2008” to get special rate. 

AT THE BEACH
LOS ANGELES BLACk PRIDE
CELEBRATING

20 YEARS
OF PRIDE
IN THE CITY OF ANGELS

Theme:
ISLAND 

OASIS 
For further 
information

call 
323-571-1724,

email
 atbla@aol.com, 

or visit
www.atbla.com
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Museum of 
Contemporary Art 
250 S. Grand Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
213-626-6222
www.moca-la.org

Universal Studios
The world-famous movie studio and 
theme park featuring movie studios, 
tours, attractions, rides, restaurants 
and more. Get a behind-the-scenes 
look at special effects techniques. 
See what life’s like on a movie back 
lot.
100 Universal City Plaza
Universal City, CA 91688
800-UNIVERSAL
www.universalstudioshollywood.com

Abbey
Food And Bar 
On Sunday
692 N Robertson Blvd., West 
Hollywood, CA 90069
310-289-8410
www.abbeyfoodandbar.com

Santa Monica Beach & 
Pier
The Pier is located two blocks south 
of Santa Monica Blvd. at the corner of 
Ocean Ave. and Colorado Ave.
310-458-8900
www.santamonicapier.org

Venice Beach
The sandy three-mile beach isn’t 
what attracts visitors. You go to 
shop and gawk. Street performers 
include musicians, singers, jugglers, 
acrobats, mimes, comics, magicians, 
prophets, fortune tellers, and other 
assorted entertainers. You will see 
people with outlandish clothing—or 
lack of it. Muscle Beach is a special 
area where bodybuilders pump iron in 
a public show of strength.

Fashion Picks
By Ivan Daniel III
 
just a few shopping tips for the 
summer gear!
 
For great shoes
Rinaldi on Melrose
Macy’s Bev Center
Nordstroms at the Groove
Neiman Marcus Beverly HIlls
Barney’s Beverly Hills
Saks Beverly Hills
 
Sneakers 
Slauson Swap Meet (they will bargain 
with you!)
 
Great fitting Jeans and 
Funky Gear
“Showtime” on Melrose and Santa 
Monica Blvd
New York New York on Melrose
Armani Exchange, 3rd St. Promenade
Platinum Style in Ladera Center
Barney’s Beverly Hills
 
Business Casual 
Banana Republic at the Grove and 
3rd St. Promenade (3rd St. is best)
 
Some great basics looks
Macy’s Fox HIlls (Best Sean John and 
Marc Ecko)
Macy’s Beverly Center (Calvin Klein 
and Earl Hardy)
H and M Beverly Center
 
Bargains!
The Alley Downtown LA
Outlet in Cabazon nr. Palm Springs
Slauson Swap Meet
 
Every city has its own great shopping 
so if you need more tips on shopping 
for “Great Gear” across the nation 
email me at styleinthecity@aol.com

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.

“Creating Unity and Affirming Our Common Bond”

Wellness
 for Life

 ARISE:
‘Mind Over What Matters Most’

2008 Black Men’s
 Health Conference

Mental, Physical and Spiritual Health and Well-Being

Saturday, August 9, 2008
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Village at Ed Gould Plaza
1125 N. McCadden Pl., Los Angeles, CA 90038

Keynote Speaker M.W. Moore, author of For What 
I Hate I Do, and Internal Chaos. Wellness Award 
Recipients: In The Meantime’s Wellness Award, 

Rodney Collins, M.D. Emerging Leadership Award, 
Tyrone Carter, REACHLA, and Spencer Collins, 
Minority AIDS Project. Confirmed presenters:
Siri Sat Nam, MA, MFT, Rodney Collins, M.D., 

Carlton Wilborn, author of Front and Center, actor, 
choreographer, Jewel Thais Williams, founder of 

the Village Health Foundation, Rev, Gerald Green, 
Unity Fellowship of Christ Church.

Chuck Johnson Jazz Trio, Luncheon entertainment,
Teddy’s Chef Services catering Luncheon Buffet

Free to the general public. www.inthemeantime-
men.org

For additional information, 323-733-4868

Providing our community with solutions
through action, empowerment, education,

and health care resources

STAND UP
This year’s UMOJA Retreat, STAND UP will 
encourage and inspire us to take control 
of the fullness of our life experiences. 
STAND UP will empower us to move 
beyond a state of victimhood and 
spectatorship to becoming fully engaged 
into creating our own successes and 
actualizing our own dreams to living out 
our most authentic lives.

Register Today. Only 50 slots available. 
A $50 non-refundable deposit is required 
to confirm your slot. Must be received 
by August 11, 2008. Other related cost 
of the retreat are free including round 
trip transportation, food, and lodging. 
A limited number of scholarships are 
available. Please contact or office at 
323-733-4868 to receive an application. 
Completed applications are due by 
August 11, 2008. Applicants will be 
notified within a week of your submission.

Escape to UMOJA at the Zaca Lake 
retreat facility. Located in the San Rafael 
Mountains, at an elevation of 2,300 feet, 
Zaca Lake is Southern California’s largest 
naturally occurring lake. Zaca Lake offers 
thousands of vertical feet of hiking trails, 
comfortable cabins and amazing wildlife.

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.
Creating Unity and Affirming Our Common Bond

7th Annual 

Umoja (Unity)
Retreat 2008

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc. 

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc. 

In The Meantime’s Wellness theme “ARISE: Mind 
Over What Matters Most” encourages the belief 

that our minds are powerful instruments that when 
nurtured and properly conditioned can significantly 

impact a person’s overall mental, physical and 
spiritual well-being.

September 12-14, 2008
Zaca Lake Retreat, Site 8000
Foxen Canyon, Los Olivos, Caifornia 93441




