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By Jeffrey C. King
 

According to the CDC, African 
Americans account for almost 
half (46%) of all new HIV 
infections.

Did you hear the voices of 
my friends and fellows as 
the lay helpless in hospital 

beds in overly exposed facilities 
with puckered faced health care 
professional who took turns 
watching and waiting for the bed to 
soon be empty.

Where is the family, commu-
nity collective, church, elected 
officials, Federal, State, County, 
and City? Where are you? I can’t 
hear you! Would you please 
speak up?!

  I lost several friends and 
associates last year. They were all 
HIV positive. Some lost their vision, 
had strokes, developed cancers, 
heart attacks, were paralyzed and 
unable to walk or talk, entered the 
hospital and never came home.  
There still is an HIV/AIDS crisis in 
our Black Communities around the 
world. 

Where are you? I can’t hear 
you! Would you please speak 
up?!

 What really struck me was 
how their 
medical 
conditions 
were the 
result of 
adverse 
reactions to 
HIV medi-
cations. 
Yes, we are 
all grate-
ful for the 
bio-medical 
advances that allow our people to 
live longer and help “manage” HIV 
disease. But with continued budget 
cuts and perhaps even more limited 
access to healthcare, it is important 
to stress the need for everyone to 
become better healthcare advo-
cates for themselves—and that 
includes asking their doctors and 
other HIV experts if HIV medica-
tions are the only way to manage 
the disease.

 After years of work to prevent 
the spread of HIV/AIDS, Black gay, 
same-gender-loving and bisexual 
men are being subjected to “the 
pill” as the primary solution. With 
the advancements in western medi-

Statement from 
the Founder

When the Voices Are Silent, 
Will Young Black Gay Men 
Drink the HIV Kool-Aid?

cine and drug cocktails that don’t 
really make you happy, gay men 
are now being subjected to medical 
recommendation like, “Start meds 
when you have 500 T-cells.”

 Is there no value in prevent-
ing a young Black man from 
becoming infected with HIV? Is 
the new message of the day: “Get 
infected and take a pill?” 

 Imagine a young, healthy 
Black man who feels that his life 
is being transformed before his 
very eyes as he sits in front of a 
doctor (or HIV expert) who’s telling 
him that he must start a regime of 
health-changing medications—be-
fore he is even given the chance to 
be monitored over time to assess 
his individual HIV viral impact.

Those of us who educate, 
advocate, advise, support and walk 
young men through the doors to get 
that HIV test have a deeper respon-
sibility to ensure that these men are 
educated enough to make the best 
possible informed decisions before 
and once they have received a 
confirmatory HIV-positive diagno-
sis. And we must teach them how 
to advocate for themselves—in-
cluding asking for holistic as well 
as medicinal options.  Diminishing 
stress through yoga, for instance, is 
great prevention.

I challenge all of us to be more 
responsible with our resources, 
research, implementation of our in-
terventions, and thoroughness with 
our pre and post-test counseling.

“The Pill’ is not the only op-
tion between life and death: it is 
totally irresponsible to suggest it 
is and anyone who advocates pills 
alone—drinking the HIV Kool Aid—
should be carefully scrutinized.

We have a moral and ethical 
responsibility to educate our youth 
and assist them when they decide 

to enter treatment for HIV, ensuring 
they have all of the information and 
support available to make this life-
transforming decision.

We remain grateful for medica-
tions that help to save lives when 
promoted and recommended 
responsibly and as needed. But as 
care providers and advisors, it is 
also our responsibility to learn more 
about all other treatment options.

It is your turn to take a stand: 
become better educated and then 
share what you have learned with 
those around you.

 Where is the family, commu-
nity collective, church, elected 
official, Federal, State, County, 
and City? Where are you? I can’t 
hear you! Would you please 
speak up?!

 Go to www.cdc/hiv.com for 
more HIV resources and informa-
tion.

 The Cold Hard Facts: By 
race/ethnicity, African Americans 
face the most severe burden of HIV 
in the United States. At the end of 
2007, Blacks accounted for almost 
half (46%) of people living with a 
diagnosis of HIV infection in the 
37 states and five U.S. dependent 
areas with long-term, confidential, 
name-based HIV reporting. In 
2006, Blacks accounted for nearly 
half (45%) of new infections in the 
50 states and the District of Colum-
bia. Even though new HIV infec-
tions among Blacks overall have 
been roughly stable since the early 
1990s, compared with members 
of other races and ethnicities they 
continue to account for a higher 
proportion of cases at all stages 
of HIV—from new infections to 
deaths.

Jeffrey C. King is Executive Director of 
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc. 
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By Iyatunde Oshunade Folayan aka LaTrice Dixon
Cover photo by Jeanette Bronson. Above photo by E. Canillas

On February 28, in honor of 
the slain Ugandan activist 
David Kisule Kato, the 

Here To Stay Coalition (HTS) held 
a heartwarming vigil in Leimert 
Park to honor him and other Black 
LGBTIQ who have been cut down 
by homophobic violence.

Here To Stay, founded by 
Iyatunde Oshunade Folayan and 
Yardenna Aaron in December 
of 2008 after the passage of 
California Proposition 8, has for the 
past three years led Black LGBTIQ 
contingents to march proudly in the 
Los Angeles Kingdom Day Parade 
and hosted three annual Black Gay 
History Month celebrations.  In 
addition, Folayan and Aaron have 
lectured at various universities in 
Los Angeles on Black LBGTIQ 
issues.

 The 2011 Black History tribute 

to David Kato was in recognition of 
his fearless fight in Uganda to stop 
the anti-gay 
bill that, if 
passed, 
called for 
the execu-
tion of LGB-
TIQ people. 
HTS urged 
members 
of the Los 
Angeles 
LGBTIQ 
community 
to send letters to the United States 
State Department and the Ugandan 
Embassy to reject the horrendous 
bill.

After Kato’s name appeared in 
a Ugandan newspaper as a “Top 
Homo” under the banner “Hang 
Them,” he was beaten to death with 

Designed to 
Educate, Empower and Mobilize

 Young Black Men 
around Civic Engagement

Project Elevate

Attend social events for young brothers
Participate in the Community Action Academy
Join the Young Black Men’s Action Task Force

Project Elevate
323-733-4868 | proelevate@yahoo.com | Facebook: Project Elevate

Project Elevate is funded by a grant from the 
Liberty Hill Foundation’s 2010 Fund for Change.

Social events are supported through In The Meantime’s General Fund. 

Kato

The Here to Stay
Coalition

Spring 2011 | Message | 5



a hammer. HTS sent a message of 
condolence and support to Sexual 
Minorities of Uganda (SMUG), the 
organization co-founded by Kato.

HTS urged the Black LGBTIQ 
community of Los Angeles to come 
together to not only remember Kato 
but all Black LGBTIQ who have 
been killed as a result of ignorance.

At the sunset vigil in Leimert 
Park, singer Lillie Russ, po-
ets Kiana Green, Gayle Fuhr 

and Oshea Myles stood with speak-
ers like C. Jerome Woods, Analesa 
Hope and Jeffrey King around a 
beautiful memorial of flowers and 
candles created by Queen Hollins 
to create a safe and loving transi-
tion for the victims of violence.

 As a Black grassroots 
organization of Black LGBTIQ 
people based in Los Angeles, the 
Here to Stay Coalition is committed 
to ending homophobia through 

raising visibility, artistic and cultural 
expression, highlighting education 
and formenting political and social 
change. We are proud to have 
worked closely with organizations 
such as the Barbara Jordan/
Bayard Rustin Coalition, Love at 
Work Fellowship, Black Lesbians 
United, Out and About, Chocolate 
and Wine, Lucy Florence and 
the Catch One. We look forward 
to strengthening and celebrating 
Black LGBTIQ people in not only 
in Los Angeles but throughout the 
world.

 To find out more about the 
Here To Stay Coalition visit www.
heretostaycoalition.weebly.com, 
Here To Stay group on Facebook or 
heretostaycoalition@gmail.com.

Iyatunde Oshunade Folayan aka 
LaTrice Dixon is co-founder (with 
Yardenna Aaron) of the Here to Stay 
Coalition. 

CalendarTHE YEAR 2011

Weekly
Brothers Reaching 
Brothers Social 
Discussion Groups

The NIA (Purpose) 
Project plus Scheduled 
Sessions

The Mylife Mystyle 
Program plus 
Scheduled Sessions

Biweekly
The Kick Back Social 
Discussion Groups

Bimonthly
Black LGBT Network 
Project Elevate plus 
Scheduled Training 
Sessions

Ongoing
ITMT411 Text 
Messaging Outreach 
SPIT

June 
TBA
Sunday Jazz Affair
All White Party

Tuesday, June 28
Pre Pride Reception

July 
June 30-July 4 
So Caliente! Los 
Angeles Black Pride 
www.atbla.com

August 
Saturday, August 13

Wellness for Life 
Black Men’s Health 
Conference:  
“I Am Powerful”
This year’s conference 
will call together some 
of the nation’s leading 
healthcare professionals 
and Black men from 
every walk of life for 
a day of education, 
empowerment and 
mobilization.

September 
Friday-Sunday, 
September 16-18
11th Annual Umoja 
(Unity) Retreat:
“I See Me in You” 
A transformative 
experience exploring 
the common bond. This 
Retreat is a moment 
in time when Black 
men of all ages and 
backgrounds come 
together in a weekend 

of Umoja, Unity. 
Brothers will individually 
and collectively release, 
relax, reveal, revive, 
regenerate and recreate 
themselves. 

Sunday, September 18
2nd Annual California 
AIDS Walk Food and 
Music Festival, Griffith 
Park and the Greek 
Theatre

October 
TBA
Black Party 
Masquerade Ball

December 
TBA
12th Annual Anniversary 
Fundraiser and 
Celebration

Tuesday, December 28
11th Annual Comunity 
Kwanzaa

David Kato Kisule, a Ugandan 
teacher and LGBT rights 
activist, was considered 

a father of 
Uganda’s 
gay rights 
movement. 
He served 
as advo-
cacy officer for 
Sexual Minori-
ties Uganda, 
a group he 
co-founded.

Kato was murdered shortly 
after winning a lawsuit against a 
magazine which had published his 
name and photograph identifying 

him as gay and calling for him to 
be executed. The court ordered 
the publication to pay Kato and 
the other two plaintiffs 1.5 million 
Ugandan shillings each.

 On January 26, 2011, at 
around 2 p.m. while talking on the 
phone with SMUG member Julian 
Pepe Onziema, Kato was assaulted 
in his home in Bukusa, Mukono 
Town, by at least one unknown 
male assailant who hit him twice 
in the head with a hammer before 
fleeing on foot. Kato, 46, later died 
en route to the Kawolo Hospital.

We remember David Kato and 
although he is no longer with us we 
can still hear his voice. 

Activist Killed with Hammer
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By E. Jaye Johnson

Alpha Omega Nu Fraternity 
was established in order 
to increase the public 

presence of the Transman amongst 
the community. It is a brotherhood 
that allows Transmen to support 
one another as we strive towards 
optimal growth in all areas of our 
lives. 

Alpha Omega Nu brothers 
utilize our collective strengths as a 
force to empower other Transmen 
along their journey, as they seek 
to grow and evolve into their most 
authentic selves.

The life of a Transman 
includes that of great freedom 

as well as challenge. Freedom 
comes from the opportunity to 
outwardly express one’s innate 
nature and live in the world in 
the way you were intended. The 
challenge of being a Transman 
within our society is that of being 
misunderstood, judged, rejected 
and at times forgotten.

Within the Black community, 
and more specifically, the Black 
LGBT community, the Transman is 
often times overlooked or omitted 
from the “T” in LGBT.

Transpeople face daily 
challenges of the sort that most 
people don’t give a second 
thought. For example, deciding 

Becoming Alpha 
Omega Nu
Let’s Make the ‘T’ Truly InclusiveVote

Young 
America
Communitywide 
Mobilization 
Campaign to 
Get Young 
Black Americans 
Registered to Vote

Contact us today
Facebook: Project Elevate 
(Look for the fist logo)

In The Meantime
323-733-4868
Facilitated by Project Elevate’s Young Black Men’s Task Force
 
Project Elevate is funded by a grant from the 
Liberty Hill Foundation’s 2010 Fund for Change.
Social events are supported through In The Meantime’s General Fund.

From left: E. Jaye Johnson, co-founder; A. Aubry, member; 
Z. Antwione Wooden, co-founder; and Le’ Arnee Williams, co-founder.

Spring 2011 | Message | 9



which restroom to enter can be a 
challenge. One asks, “Do I want 
to be stared at or judged for going 
into the women’s restroom?” since 
I don’t quite look like a woman. Or 
“Do I want to be stared at or judged 
for going into the men’s restroom?” 
since I don’t quite look like a man. 
The blessing is that we can better 
appreciate and embrace the joys 
and challenges of each gender 
because we have been given the 
opportunity to experience both and 
represent a third gender called 
“trans.”

The negativity and judgment 
projected at trans people by the 
Black community has appeared 
to be greater than that from other 
races. It feels as if individuals of 
the Black community have been 
oppressed and convinced that 
being “different” is wrong, that 

those individuals have projected 
this internalized hatred for self onto 
those who look like them but also 
look “different.” It is time that Black 
LGBT people unite and support 
one another, seeing as how we 
look alike despite being “different.”

It is definitely time to 
acknowledge all individuals 
under the LGBT umbrella. 

Until now, the “T” in LGBT has 
been represented namely by 
Transwomen, while the Transmen 
have been trapped under the label 
of “stud,” “butch” or any other 
name representing the masculine-
identified lesbian. It is time that the 
“T” representing Trans is inclusive 
of all individuals, both Transmen 
and Transwomen.

E. Jaye Johnson is a founding member 
of Alpha Omega Nu.

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.

“Creating Unity and Affirming 
our Common Bond”

Serving Our Community Since 1999

Wellness, 
Empowerment, 
Education 
•  NIA (Purpose) 

Prevention Program
•  Mylife Mystyle, 

Prevention/Research 
Project

•  HIV Testing Referral
•  The Kick Back Social 

Discussion
•  Brothers Reaching 

Brothers Discussion
•  Wellness for Life 

Black Men’s Health 
Conference

•  Umoja (Unity) 3-Day 
Retreat

•  Log On Quarterly 
Computer Training

•  The Kick Back Wellness 
Center

Community 
Cultural Events 
•  Kwanzaa Celebration
•  Elders Circle Dialogue
•  National Black HIV/

AIDS Community Forum

Fundraising/
Social Activities
•  Summer Jazz Affair and 

Garden Party
•  California AIDS Walk
•  Black Party
•  Bounce Skate Party
•  Anniversary Celebration
•  SPIT Open Mike and 

Spoken Word

Task Forces/
Community 
Mobilization 
•  Black LGBT Network
•  Project Elevate 
•  Black Gay Men’s Task 

Force

We are the safe 
space where Black 
gay, same gender 
loving, and bisexual 
men can heal and 
celebrate community, 
culture and wellness.

In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
4067 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019
www.inthemeantimemen.org
www.mylifemystyle.net, solameth.org
inthemeantimemen@aol.com
323-733-4868 office
323-733-4877 fax
Visit In The Meantime Men on Facebook and on MySpace

The 
NIA Project

In The Meantime 
Men’s Group, Inc.

For Black Men
Ages 24 and Younger
‘The Kick Back’ Social Group 
3 NIA (Power) Sessions
Relaxed Atmosphere
Refreshments
Ask About Incentives!
 
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90019
(Secured parking at Catch One)
 
For more information
323-733-4868
www.inthemeantimemen.org
inthemeantimemen@aol.com
Facebook and MySpace
 
Educational Component is funded by the County of 
Los Angeles, Department of Public Health, Office of AIDS 
Programs and Policy
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Sakia’s Gun
By Ifalade Ta’Shia Asanti 

For the 15-year-old Black lesbian Sakia Gunn 
who was murdered on the streets of New Jersey in 2003.

 
i am the bullets in sakia’s gun
i aim words 
make her reality explode like a-bombs
exhale poetic smoke signals from literary inferno
i play jun-jun with poems 
call down ancestral memories to initiate the earth of human trees
i sacrifice my sentences to the roots of racism
where homophobia was born
i kill the father of discrimination masquerading as a preacher
a pastor of hate wearing holy clothes 
 
i’ve become sakia’s gun
firing poems at random targets
lodging my shrapnel in open ears
dressing the graves of sakia, wanda and matthew in the innocence of their 
silenced tongues
 
i name the wars between us
take ogun’s machete to an angry lover’s throat 
his hope for love stolen
his manhood sleeping 
awaken on a woman’s lips that he would never own
 
i am sakia’s gun
shooting sacrilegious words into the ozone 
invoking the sarcophagus of audre lorde from the streets of new jersey
delivering a poetic arsenal
into the hearts of every American home

All rights reserved. Used with permission from the author.  
 
Ifalade Ta’Shia Asanti is an award-winning writer, poet, journalist, filmmaker and 
performing artist. More about her work can be found at www.tashiaasanti.com. 

Sakia
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And I Know Somebody Heard Him 
[Listen for David Kato]
By Jair, The Literary Masturbator 

 
…and I know somebody heard him as they bludgeoned him with a hammer 
[Listen for David Kato]
Blood spurting from his body
Bones Breaking
Organs collapsing
His screams silenced by ignorance and fear [Listen for David Kato]
His cries for help muffled by the cloak of Christian colonialism [Listen for 
David Kato]
….and I know somebody heard him as he said, “I fear for my life” when they 
posted his name and image in the, “Rolling Stone” with the admonishment 
to, “hang them”
His voice fell on deaf ears [Listen for David Kato]
His death represents a dearth of compassion and unconditional love in a 
time when those should be valued more than diamonds and gold
...and I know somebody heard him as he joins the ancestors [Listen for 
David Kato]
The countless, nameless, faceless two-spirited beings that guide us and 
offers peace that passes all understanding
Safe from the harassment of government and those who claim a Christ that 
spreads a message of hate
Do you hear him? [Listen for David Kato]
I hear him
In the wind and rain
In the still small voice in my heart that says, “go on...”
Listen for David Kato, and all the others
Speak their names
Make their lives eternal & everlasting
We are all witnesses...
Now it’s time to testify....

Jair, The Literary Masturbator, is a poet, writer, activist, and arts organizer residing 
in Oakland, Calif. His latest work, “Touch...Poems & Other Writing of Love, Erotica, 
& Sensuality” is available on line www.lulu.com/spotlight/tombombayboopublish-
ing. He writes: “I wrote the poem about David Kato because something about the 
way he died struck me very deeply. It was a combination of sadness, hurt, anger, 
confusion, and many other emotions. There was something in my bone marrow that 
resonated. I just felt the cruelty of someone striking him with a hammer would elicit 
screams, yelling, some sort of crying out. I can’t imagine he’d be silent during the 
attack and so I thought, “and I know somebody heard him.” There’s no way being in 
an African village no one heard what was going on and it made me wonder why they 
would ignore those screams. I also thought if by chance it were to happen to me. 
In my home, my apartment, my village, would someone hear me? Would someone 
help? Who would be a witness?”

The Hottest Skate Party Experience Ever!

Fri. April 15, 2011
10:30pm – 2:30am

 World on Wheels
4645 ½ Venice Blvd.  |  Los Angeles, CA 90019

HIV/STI TESTIng On-SITE 
by Charles Drew Mobile Testing Program & AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
$25.00 Americard Express gift Card to the First 50 Men who get Tested

Win Tickets to See 

Rihanna and Cee Lo green 
at the Staples Center  

Free Admission to the First 200 Black Men 18-29 Years of Age
 All are welcome to attend at general Admission

Register to Vote On-Site with Project Elevate’s Vote Young America Campaign 

323-733-4868
www.inthemeantimemen.org | www.mylifemystyle.net | Facebook: Jeffrey King
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