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By Jeffrey C. King
 

Blessings Los Angeles and 
welcome to our Season of 
Pride. The momentum is 

building and the stage has been 
set for a year of fierce activism. 
The Black and Black LGBT 
communities are stepping up to 
speak out and “represent” at the 
highest level. 

So I ask you today, “Who are 
you?”

I am proud to introduce to the 
world stage the ‘I AM’ Project. 

The ‘I AM’ Project is my brain 
child conceptualized in mid-2009. 
The work began March 1, 2010. 

The ‘I AM’ Project is a national 
black and white photo exhibit 
that chronicles, documents and 
preserves the history of Black 
LGBT people living in America. 
In a society where homophobia, 
racism and the stigma associated 
with HIV/AIDS run rampant, Black 
LGBT people struggle with the 
additional challenges of a lack of 
societal and self-acceptance fueled 
by internalized homophobia. The 
mainstream media controlled by 
invisible political conservatives 
continue to portray Black LGBT 
people in a less than positive light. 
Large special LGBT interest groups 
continue to misspeak as they 
attempt to represent the interest of 
all LGBT people. 

The ‘I AM’ Project is purposed 
to present the true face, heart, 
soul and voice of the Black LGBT 
American through photo images, 
and the written and spoken word. 

Starting with a focus on Black 
LGBT people 
living in the 
City of Los 
Angeles, 
the, ‘I AM’ 
Project, will 
work closely 
with commis-
sioned pho-
tographers 
to include 
Greg McNeal 
and Ronald Jackson to photo-
graph (over time) thousands of 
Black LGBT people. ‘I AM’ will be 
presented during In The Mean-
time’s annual summer gala on June 
9, 2010 at the historic Carl Bean 
House and Courtyard. The exhibit 
will later be presented during the 
ATBLA Pride weekend. 

‘I AM’ will tour and be 
displayed at special events and 
museums around the County. The 
book has already been started. 

For more information about the 
project and how you can be pho-
tographed and participate, contact 
me at 323-733-4868. Call today!

Be a supporter. Ask how you 
can make a donation to preserve 
Black LGBT History. 

Statement from 
the Founder

Season of Pride in 
the City of Angels

‘I Am’ CalendarJune 2010

June 1, 2010

Living 
Positive
Black gay men share 
openly about becoming 
infected with HIV and 
how they manage their 
physical and emotional 
health and how they 
handle relationships.

June 8, 2010

‘I Am’
A day in the life of the 
City of Angels. Discover 
your good. Consider 
your being. Ponder your 
place on the planet. Still 
trying to figure out why 
you’re here on the third 
planet from the sun? 
Let’s talk about it and 
get clear. 

June 15, 2010

Hood Boiz: 
Gay and 
Ghetto
For many men living in 
the inner city struggle is 
not a concept. It’s a daily 
reality. What are the 
rules for survival? Does 
being openly gay place 
them in harm’s way? 
Let’s discuss living, 
surviving and loving in 
the hood.

June 22, 2010

Breathe, 
Facilitated 
by Siri Sat 
Nam
Siri Sat Nam leads a 
workshop on the power 
of meditation and how 
to stay centered in the 
midst of complex times. 

Learn ways to maintain 
a sense of joy and inner 
freedom that can help 
to improve the quality of 
one’s overall wellness. 
Experience Meditation 
101. 

June 29, 2010

‘Wet’ Ribbon 
Cutting 
Ceremony
Annual Pre-Pride 
Celebration and 
Reception
Join In The Meantime 
for an evening with the 
Los Angeles family. 
Let’s come together with 
the Los Angeles Black 
LGBT community and 
confirm our common 
bond and unite in an 
evening of libation, 
music, food and 
fellowship.
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The Los Angeles Black LGBT 
Network is a wraparound 
Black LGBT group and think 

tank purposed to bring together 
Black LGBT individuals and 
organizations on a monthly basis 
to network and strategize on ways 
to build a stronger support base to 
defend and fuel the varied interests 
of the Black LGBT constituency 
in Los Angeles. The Black LGBT 
Network:

m Provides advocacy and 
grass roots mobilization around 
social and policy issues that impact 
Black LGBT people in the County 
of Los Angeles. 

m Provides support to Local 
grass-roots organizations and 
agencies that represent the better 
interest of Black LGBT people. 

m Provides mentorship and 
support for Black LGBT youth. 

m Recognizes, celebrates 
and highlights the unique gifts and 
talents of Black LGBT people to 
cultivate a healthy Black community. 

Activism on 
the Rise

Los Angeles 
Black  
LGBT 
Network 

‘I Am’

Los Angeles 
Black  
HIV/AIDS 
Action 
Team
A powerful voice of action 

aggressively addressing the 
state of HIV/AIDS in the Los 

Angeles Black community.

What is 
LABHAAT?
The Los Angeles Black 

HIV/AIDS Action Team 
(LABHAAT) is a collective 

of individuals, organizations, AIDS 
service organizations, community-
based organizations, clergy, 
researchers, activist and local Los 
Angeles constituents committed 
to developing and implementing a 
focused aggressive local strategy 
to address the disproportionate 
impact of HIV/AIDS on Black 
people.
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Mariah Carey and the one and only 
Marvin Gaye. She prides herself on 
being a casual girl on the go. 

Jewel often speaks of her 
gurus, in particular, Jungian 
psychologist, Donald Kilhefner, 
Ph.D. She credits him as being one 
of the most influential people in her 
life. She describes Dr. Kilhefner 
as a brilliant therapist who helped 
her make sense out of the life 
experience. 

She also credits her spouse 
Rue and her staff members, 
patients, customers and friends for 
helping to keep her centered and 
her life full of purpose and joy.

Jewel identifies the lack of 
community unity, and issues 
of health and well-being as the 
top priorities for the Black LGBT 
community. 

A strong believer in destiny, 

Jewel Thais believes that she has 
no choice in the matter of service to 
the community. 

“I believe it was my destiny to 
serve our community in as many 
ways as possible,” she says. Her 
dedication and commitment to the 
Black LGBT community spans 
decades and continues to this day. 

Make no mistake about it. This 
girl can read! She’s learned from 
the best queens of yesteryear. 
She’s got jokes, too. She loves 
a success story and values the 
simplicity of a return smile. 

 “Education, education, 
education,” is her message to 
younger people. 

“Get as much education as 
you can. Dare to dream. Never 
give up. Know your own greatness 
as it relates to your ancestors and 
history,” she says.

Jewel Thais-William was born 
in Gary, Indiana. She is a resi-
dent acupuncturist and CEO 

of the Village Health Foundation. 
She and her spouse Rue Thais-
Williams are co-owners of Jewel’s 
Catch One and the Vegan Village 
Internet Café. Jewel has been hap-
pily married to Rue for more than 
20 years. She really is a lesbian. 

Jewel stays busy working 
on various projects including her 
club, her restaurant and her health 
foundation. She always makes 
time to participate in the larger Los 
Angeles community and supports 
innumerable social, charitable and 
political causes.

Jewel loves the sultry sounds of 

We Stand  
with Jewel 

Jewel Thais 
Williams: 
A Powerful Force 
to be Reckoned 
with. A True Los 
Angeles Icon

‘I Am’Statements 
of Pride

Get Connected!
411ITMT 411 
Connecting you through text messaging. 
Find out about the latest social events. Stay connected to HIV/AIDS 
educational resources. Know what’s going on at In The Meantime
Call today to find out more about ITMT 411, call 323-733-4868.
 
Visit Our Organization Sites
www.inthemeantimemen.org
www.MyLifeMyStyle.net 
www.solameth.org 
 
Become a Member of Our Social Networks

www.myspace.com/inthemeantimemen

www.facebook.com/pages/In-The-Meantime-Mens-Group-Inc/57067853938

Join Our Mailing List
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc. 
P.O. Box 29861, Los Angeles, CA 90029
323-733-4868
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Gregory is currently the lead 
HIV Tester and Manager 
of the Young Men’s Health 

and Leadership Program at REACH 
LA. 

As a respected youth advocate 
on the local and national platforms, 
Greg continues to play an 
instrumental role as a leader in the 
House and Ball Community. 

“For more than eight years, 
House Father Taz Ultra Omni has 
been one of the most influential 
people in my life,” he says.

Greg is currently single and 
“not in a rush to settle,” he says.

His favorite female artist is 
Monica and his favorite male artist 
is Dave Hollister. He enjoys dressing 
comfortably with an occasional suit 
and slacks based on the occasion.

Greg identifies mental health 
counseling for homeless youth and 
job stability as two key issues for 
Black LGBT youth.

“I now have a platform and a 
position to help people,” he says 
proudly. “Even if it takes me to 
walk through the doors with them 
to assure they are getting the 
attention, services and respect they 
deserve, I will do just that.”

“What makes me smile and 
feel good is seeing the people 
smile or succeed and believing in 
themselves!” he conntinues. “There 

is nothing more gratifying than 
hearing a kid say ‘thank you’ or 
excited about 
their future or 
about a job 
they got or 
saying they 
are now back 
in school, or 
excited to 
take control 
of their lives 
and health. 
Nothing 
is more rewarding than to have 
a kid invite me to his house-
warming party after struggling with 
homelessness just a year before.”

“These are all special 
moments,” he says, “that make me 
know God has placed me in the 
right place.”

Greg offers a word to younger 
people coming along. ”You can’t 
always control what happens 
to you, but you can control how 
you handle what happens to you. 
Don’t anticipate that you will have 
problems, just deal with them as 
they come along. When we think 
too hard on problems, it starts to 
make it hard to see all the possible 
solutions.”

“Stay strong and keep the 
faith,” he concludes.

Gregory Wilson  
Young, Brilliant, Bold, Black 

‘I Am’Statements 
of Pride

Of the many issues impacting 
the Black LGBT community, 
Darryn believes that HIV/

AIDS prevention and care are 
among the top priorities. He 
highlights the community’s lack 
of solidarity and political power 
needed to make policy changes 
that represent and reflect the Black 
LGBT community’s interest as its 
greatest challenge. To address 
this, Darryn strongly advocates 
for the Black and Black LGBT 
communities through the California 
State Assembly Office of Steve 
Bradford. 

Darryn understands that 
strength is in numbers. Even 
though there are a number of 
Black LGBT 
community 
members 
throughout 
the state 
advocating 
for the 
community, 
Darryn sees 
the need for a 
more unified 
and strategic 
approach in 
addressing the needs of today for 
the changes required for tomorrow.

Darryn, a Senior Field 
Deputy for Assemblymember 

Steve Bradford, is organizing the 
51st Assembly District Citizens’ 
Advisory Council, a volunteer 
body created by Assemblymember 
Bradford dedicated to providing 
constituents with a vehicle to 
incorporate citizen participation in 
the legislative process. 

During his tenure at Loyola 
Marymount University Darryn 
Harris, a native Angeleno, 
received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology, minored in Dance, 
and was certified in Intercultural 
Facilitation and Mediation, as well 
as Conflict Resolution. He later 
continued his education at UCLA’s 
Graduate School of Education 
and Information Studies where he 
received his Master’s degree. 

Aside from his parents, 
another influential person in his life 
is community activist and former 
Speaker of the California Assembly 
Karen Bass, with whom he has the 
pleasure of working closely with 
since 2006.

On a personal note, Darryn 
enjoys time spent with family and 
close friends, and encourages his 
peers and others to “take a chance, 
do what you love, and take the 
limits off of God.”

“You’ll be amazed at the 
results,” he adds.

Darryn Harris  
Young, Brilliant, Bold, Black 

‘I Am’Statements 
of Pride
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part of us seated behind the 
mainstream African American 
community, part of us sharing 
second place seating behind both. 
We sit invisible behind the gilded 
fan chairs of two communities we 
love, honor and respect, and yet 
are often frustrated by. 

But make no mistake. We are 
fully aware that it is the combination 
of mainstream condescension 
and certainly our own slow action 
and lack of assertiveness that is 
the culprit of our dilemma, our 
invisibility.

Well, we, the Los Angeles 
Black LGBT community, are 
invisible no more! From this day 
forward we, as a united front, shall 
use our political, social, cultural, 
spiritual, and financial arsenal to 
have our voices heard, our rights 
respected, and our lives lived 
happily and freely.

From this day forward, we 
claim a front seat at the banquet 
table where who we are, what 
we are, and how we live and love 
will be an equal part of the dinner 
conversation.

From this day forward, you 
will get to know us as ordinary 
Americans fighting extraordinary 
discrimination with the fierceness 
of Bayard Rustin, Sojourner Truth, 
and Martin Luther King, Jr.

From this day forward, we will 
educate you about our rich history, 
dating back to pre-colonial Africa, 
when we were the highly respected 
tribal gatekeepers.

From this day forward, you 
will learn of our families, and come 

to understand that they are no 
different from yours.

From this day forward, we will 
make you aware of our black gay 
youth, disproportionately exposed 
to parental rejection, racism, gay 
bashing, murder, poverty, drug-use, 
HIV/AIDS, and teenage suicide.

From this day forward, we 
boldly reject separate-but-equal 
treatment and vigorously demand 
constitutional protection from the 
tyranny of the majority when it 
comes to marriage.

From this day forward, we will 
scrutinize our political leaders, 
media and churches with greater 
discrimination, and spend our black 
gay dollars with greater prudence.

From this day forward, we 
officially declare our community 
as a visible and vital community in 
America, and indeed the world.

And so on this day, we, the Los 
Angeles Black LGBT community, 
officially declare ourselves a force 
to be reckoned with. We will feast 
upon the delicacies of America’s 
great promise, conversing, 
debating and negotiating on an 
equal basis, even as we break 
bread, drink the wine of our great 
nation’s prosperity and goodness, 
share laughter and tears and the 
spoils of our collective hard work, 
full citizens in this great nation, 
seen and heard, and invisble no 
more. 

The Los Angeles Black LGBT 
Community

By Stanley Bennett Clay 
and Jeffrey C. King

Developed from a series of 
community dialogues conducted 
by In The Meantime with the 
Black LGBT community in Los 
Angeles

 

In the midst of so much 
positive change and continued 
challenges, a universal 

celebration is truly and aptly 
underway. The banquet has begun 
and the abundance of nourishment 
and libation fills the table to 
overflowing. Revelers of every 
sort sit side by side as brothers 
and sisters, husbands and wives, 
parents and children, co-workers 
and cohorts, old and new friends, 
former foes and the newly freed, 
black and white, brown and yellow, 
gay and lesbian, bi and trans.

In the midst of so much 
positive change and continued 
challenges, the LGBT community 
has indeed secured a seat at the 
banquet table. And that is good and 
powerful and encouraging.

But the monolithic viewpoint of 
who the LGBT community is belies 
the realities of, not only its vast 
nuances, but of its mighty parts 
that are separate, cooperating and 
vitally self-identified communities 

within the larger community, within 
the American community. 

One such separate, 
cooperating and vitally self-
identified community is the Black 
LGBT community.

Black invisibility in America 
is slowly but surely becoming a 
thing of the past, due greatly to 
self-motivation and achievement 
against sometime insurmountable 
odds and the generous efforts of 
non-black friends, supporters, and 
visionaries.

In every aspect of American 
life, African Americans have 
climbed to the mountaintop, 
assessed the rich valleys, and 
have employed their extraordinary 
skills, cunning, intellect, talent, 
and survival gifts to farm the 
land of opportunity and achieve 
greatness in record time. Few 
ethnic communities have risen from 
slavery to leadership as quickly as 
America’s Black community.

And yet, the Black LGBT 
community, that separate, 
cooperating and vitally self-
identified community within the 
larger community, has been 
seen as unseen by so many, 
condescended and regulated to 
second-chair status at the banquet 
table, part of us seated behind 
the mainstream LGBT community, 

The Black LGBT Manifesto: 
Invisible No More 

‘I Am’The Black
LGBT Credo
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In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.

“Creating Unity and Affirming Our Common Bond”

Wellness
 for Life

 ‘Work Out’
2010 Black Men’s

 Health Conference
Mental, Physical and Spiritual 

Health and Well-Being

Saturday
August 14, 2010

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Wilshire Plaza Hotel 
Conference Center

3515 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010

Free to the general public 

www.inthemeantimemen.org
For additional information

323-733-4868

Providing our community with 
solutions through action, 

empowerment, education, 
and health care resources

Healing the Little 
Black Boy Inside
Register today. 
Only 50 slots available.

A $25 non-refundable deposit is 
required to confirm your slot. 
A limited number of scholarships 
are available. Please contact or 
office at 323-733-4868 to receive 
an application. 

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.
Creating Unity and Affirming Our Common Bond

9th Annual 

Umoja
(Unity)
Retreat
2010

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc. 

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc. 

September 17-19, 2010
Camp Hollywoodland
3200 Canyon Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068

Rodney K. Nickens, Jr., is 
originally from Portsmouth, 
Virginia. He is a gradu-

ate student at UCLA in African-
American Studies and works as a 
community organizer for the Jordan 
Rustin Coalition, a South Los An-
geles-based community non-profit 

political or-
ganization.

He is 
a single 
gay man 
and loving 
it! Rodney 
is a true 
Beyonce 
fan who 
also has 
Chris Brown 

programmed into his iPod. He is 
often seen sporting skinny jeans, 
V-necks and rainbow flip-flops. He 
doesn’t have a name for the style. 
We might call it “urban eclectic.” 

Rodney recognizes his parents 
as the most influential people in his 
life and expresses his gratitude for 
their support. 

He is very much visible and 
active on the scene when he is not 
in the books. He seems to manage 
a very full schedule making it look 
easy to those of us watching.

With out hesitation, Rodney 
calls out marriage equality, ending 

Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, and passing 
the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act at the top of the list of issues for 
the Black LGBT community. 

“With national legal ac-
ceptance and recognition of our 
couples, families, and workers will 
hopefully come greater equality in 
society and reductions in ho-
mophobia and bigotry aimed at the 
LGBT community,” he says. “I do 
this work because I am passionate 
about social justice and believe that 
discrimination is wrong and a threat 
to our democracy and to my future.”

“I stand on the shoulders of 
civil rights giants, like Bayard Rus-
tin, Barbara Jordan, James Baldwin 
and Audre Lorde who fought and 
died so that I could be where I am 
today,” he adds. 

Rodney’s smile lights up the 
many rooms where he shows up 
as the activist. He also smiles from 
within at the powerful moments that 
life affords him. 

“I am moved when I see the 
look of hope on children’s faces. 
I know that I have a responsibility 
to make the world a better place 
for them,” says Rodney. “My word 
to younger people would be to 
never lose faith in yourself! Never 
stop dreaming and work hard at 
everything you want in life and you 
can achieve it!”

Rodney Nickens  
Young, Brilliant, Bold, Black 

Statements 
of Pride

‘I Am’
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Dr. Mignon R. Moore is a 
brilliant and stunning young 
sister. She comes to us from 

the Big Apple, where she received 
her Ph.D. in 1998. She taught in 
New York before moving to Los 
Angeles in 2006 to accept a faculty 

position 
at UCLA, 
where she is 
a professor 
of African 
American 
Studies and 
Sociology. 

Dr. 
Moore just 
completed a 
book called 

Invisible Families: Gay Identities, 
Relationships and Motherhood 
among Black Women. To conduct 
the research for that book, she 
followed one hundred black gay 
women in New York for three 
years, learning how they build 
relationships with other women, 
form families, and deal with the 
racial community as women loving 
women.

Older African American 
lesbians and gay men have 
positively impacted her life and 
helped to fuel her new project. 
She is currently writing a new book 
about African American lesbians 

and gay men and their social 
histories. Her focus is on what it 
was like for them to live as a gay 
person in the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. 

Two issues that currently have 
a serious impact on the Black 
LGBT community in Los Angeles 
are the stigma from our racial 
communities about living an openly 
gay life, and the role of religion in 
maintaining that stigma. 

Mignon is engaged to Elaine 
Harley. They have been together 
for about eight years. Mignon 
expresses gratitude for the life that 
she and her partner have created. 
She loves to shop and her puppies 
Bengee and Wesley make her 
smile. They make their home in 
Leimert Park and are registered 
California domestic partners. When 
she is not giving lectures or doing 
research, she and Elaine (aka 
DJ One) promote parties for gay 
women of color. 

“Our parties are called 
Chocolate and Wine Upscale 
Events and can be accessed on 
the web at www.chocolatenwine.
weebly.com,” she says. 

 To young people, she offers: 
“Make sure you know your history. 
Take the time to learn something 
about the shoulders you stand on.”

Mignon Moore  
Young, Brilliant, Bold, Black 

Statements 
of Pride

‘I Am’

MY LIFE. MY STYLE.
A Healthy Lifestyle Project
for Young Black Men

n Small group sessions
n  A possisble $125 upon completion of program
In the Meantime Men’s Group
4067 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90019
323-733-4868
www.inthemeantimemen.org
www.mylifemystyle.net

A New Healthy Option for Brothers Ages 18-29

The 
NIA Project

In The Meantime 
Men’s Group, Inc.

For Black Men
Ages 24 and Younger
‘The Kick Back’ Social Group 
3 NIA (Power) Sessions
Relaxed Atmosphere
Refreshments
Ask About Incentives!
 
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90019
(Secured parking at Catch One)
 
For more information
323-733-4868
www.inthemeantimemen.org
inthemeantimemen@aol.com
Facebook and MySpace
 
Educational Component is funded by the County of 
Los Angeles, Department of Public Health, Office of AIDS 
Programs and Policy
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Marquita Thomas, a true 
Bohemian Queen, was 
born in Sumter, South 

Carolina and now resides in the 
City of Angels. She is an event 
planner and major information 
resource for the larger LGBT 
community and Black LGBT 
community. 

As one of L.A.’s top event 
planners and promoters this openly 
lesbian sister is inspired by anyone 
who achieves a dream against all 
odds.

Marquita Thomas is a name 
to be on the look out for when you 
think of sisterhood and safe spaces 
and welcoming spaces for women. 
She is known for orchestrating top 
of the line adult entertainment and 
events. 

She is well-known and 
respected both locally and on the 
national stage. In the midst of her 
social orchestration she is really 
an activist that provides a voice for 
those who have yet to rise to her 
level of commitment. 

Marquita identifies the lack 
of community as the key issue 
that impacts the Black LGBT 
community.

 “Because Black LGBT people 
feel disconnected from the larger 
Black community and oftentimes 
their own families, it becomes 

difficult to feel valued and valuable 
and that can manifest itself in a 
variety of destructive ways,” she 
says.

“Plus that mentality gets 
perpetuated with young women 
having disdain for elders or 
lesbians taking issues with bisexual 
and trans people,” she continues. 
“I knew I wanted to have social and 
networking activities but I always 
wanted to bridge the informational 
gap to hopefully work towards 
a stronger global Black LGBT 
community.”

Marquita 
offers these 
words to 
youth: 
“Acceptance 
is a very 
overused 
word. So 
much so that 
we may tune 
it out when 
it’s used but 
true acceptance of self—within 
and outside of sexuality. Is the very 
definition of freedom.”

She can be reached at www.
twitter.com/marquitathomas and 
www.serafemme.com 

Marquita Thomas  
Young, Brilliant, Bold, Black 

Statements 
of Pride

‘I Am’

Nii-Quartelai Quartey is a 
San Francisco Bay area 
native proud of his name 

that emanates from Ghana, West 
Africa. Quartey graduated from the 
University of Southern California 

with a 
Bachelor’s 
Degree in 
Political 
Science 
and Minor 
Degree 
in Critical 
Approaches 
to 
Leadership. 
He is 

currently working toward his 
Master’s Degree in Media 
Psychology and Social Change 
from Fielding Graduate University 
in Santa Barbara.

Nii-Quartelai is very involved 
in the social justice community 
in California. He serves on the 
Community Funding Board for 
the Liberty Hill Foundation, 
Board of Directors for Package 
of Prevention, and most recently 
joined the Education Commission 
for the 47th Assembly District’s 
People’s Council. 

“Their time, patience, and 
nurturing has created a lasting 
consciousness of which I’m so 

grateful. My father being chief 
among them, taught me to be 
brave, to walk with dignity, and 
to love the life you have without 
regret,” he says. 

Nii-Quartelai identifies the 
lack of verifiable commitment to 
building-up a sustainable pipeline 
of emerging leaders and the need 
for visibility and organizing around 
issues that impact Black and 
low-income people as the two top 
issues that impact the Black LGBT 
community. 

”I believe that standing up 
and being a competent voice for 
the most vulnerable populations 
plagued with enormous social, 
political, and economic challenges 
is the right thing to do, all the 
time. Developing strong leaders 
and working to create progressive 
social change is my passion,” he 
says.

Nii-Quartelai offers a word to 
his younger brothers and sisters: 
“You could be your family’s or 
community’s greatest investment. 
That said, what’s your return 
on investment? What joy, love, 
knowledge, and progress will 
you return to your family and 
community? In case nobody ever 
told you that you are needed, I just 
did.”
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